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No  other  medicated  toiletries 
have  received  so  much  attention. 

This  year  Cidal  soap,  medicated  talc  and  medicated  shave-foam 
are  being  backed  by  a  heavyweight  TV  campaign  in  the  spring  and 
summer,  alongside  a  major  radio  campaign  on  Capital  Radio. 

Over  90%  of  sales  are  through  chemists.  So  stock  up  now,  and  your 
shop  will  attract  more  than  its  fair  share  of  attention  from  customers. 
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ICOMMENT 


The  dispensing  of  a 
forged  prescription 
is  a  crime  —  so  says 
the  House  of  Lords 
—  the  highest  court  in  the  land 
(pl034).  It  doesn't  matter  what 
grounds  a  pharmacist  had  for 
believing  a  prescription  is 
genuine,  a  court  is  bound  to  find 
in  favour  of  the  prosecution  if  it  is 
then  dispensed  in  good  faith. 

While  it  is  possible  that  the 
court  could  exercise  discretion 
as  to  the  sentence  imposed, 
nevertheless  that  pharmacist  will 
have  a  criminal  record,  with  a 
possible  appearance  before  the 
Statutory  Committee  to  follow. 
As  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  director  Tim  Astill 
says:  the  legal  responsibility  of 
pharmacists  to  ensure  that  drugs 
are  supplied  to  bona  fide 
patients  is  seen  as  very 
important.  And  the  courts  take  a 
very  hard  line  on  any  sort  of  drug 
abuse. 

But  what  of  the  pharmacist 


who  is  presented,  by  a  wild-eyed 
young  person  at  4.30pm  on  a 
Saturday  afternoon,  with  a 
prescription  that  appears  to  have 
been  written  by  a  doctor  20  miles 
away.  Or  ponder  the  difficulties 
faced  by  the  many  pharmacists 
in,  say,  Central  London,  who 
must  receive  scripts  from  literally 
hundreds  of  different  doctors.  To 
dispense,  or  not  to  dispense,  that 
is  the  question. 

Unless  the  whole  pre- 
scription is  written  by  the  doctor 


and  his  "hand"  is  known  to  the 
pharmacist  any  script  is  a 
potential  forgery. 

While  patients  are  often 
prepared  to  be  kept  waiting  by  a 
GP,  once  they  have  a 
prescription  in  their  hands  a 
pharmacist  who  delivers  the 
medicine  in  anything  less  than 
even  time  can  expect  to  get  a 
dose  of  their  pent-up  frustration. 
Is  this  where  the  behavioural  and 
social  sciences  Nuffield  wants  to 
see  in  pharmacy  courses  come 
in? 

Now  a  little  psychology  might 
need  to  be  added  to  the  list. . . 

But  has  the  situation  really 
changed  at  all?  Pharmacists 
have  always  had  a  heavy  respon- 
sibility to  satisfy  themselves  that  a 
prescription  for  a  Controlled 
Drug  or  drug  of  abuse,  or  any 
prescription  for  that  matter,  is 
genuine.  The  ^\  \- 
stakes  for  a  careless  \  \ 
mistake  are  now  |  \  j 
just  a  little  higher.     ;      1  L 


A 
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NEWS 


PSNC  favours  *neo-RDC 
for  national  appeals 


The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  favours  a 
body  similar  to  the  Rural 
Dispensing  Committee  to 
administer  any  national  appeals 
procedure  that  may  be  agreed  by 
the  Government  for  the  limitation  of 
NHS  pharmaceutical  contracts. 

Chairman  David  Sharpe  said  PSNC 
was  particularly  pleased  Health  Minister 
Barney  Hayhoe  had  agreed  to  consult 
further  on  the  possibility  of  an  appeals 
procedure  after  representations  made  at 
the  Committee  Stage  of  the  NHS 
(Amendment)  Bill.  But  he  says 
determining  how  such  a  procedure  should 
operate  is  a  very  complex  problem.  "We 
believe  that  for  reasons  of  natural  justice 
an  appeals  body  must  be  set  up.  And  we 
are  equally  aware  that  it  must  not  be 
bureaucratic  and  cumbersome." 

The  alternatives  to  PSNC's  favoured 
solution  are: 

1.  A  PSNC  administered  body  similar  to 
that  used  to  determine  Basic  Practice 
Allowance  appeals.  However,  Mr  Sharpe 
suggests  would-be  contractors  would 
always  be  able  to  claim,  unfairly,  that  the 
Committee  would  naturally  side  with  the 
existing  contractor.  Any  panel  members 
with  an  interest  in  a  particular  case  would 
step  down,  he  says. 

2.  A  national  committee  run  by  the 
Department  of  Health.  Everybody  agrees  it 
would  be  unwieldy,  Mr  Sharpe  says. 


Even  PSNC's  preference  would  have  to 
be  structured  to  prevent  frivolous  appeals 
from  bogging  down  the  process.  Someone 
with  an  option  on  a  lease  or  freehold  could 
not  afford  to  wait,  say  nine  months,  for  a 
contract  go-ahead,  he  says.  And  members 
of  the  appeals  body  would  have  to  make 
"site  visits"  to  define  what  was  "necessary 
or  desirable"  in  the  light  of  local  need. 

PSNC  has  appointed  a  working  party 
comprising  one  third  of  its  membership  to 
look  into  the  relevance,  to  pharmacy 
contractors,  of  Nuffield  and  the  primary 
health  care  document  and  to  recommend 
action.  It  is  expected  to  report  back  by  late 
Summer  and  comprises  Messrs  Sharpe, 
Coleman,  Silverman,  Davison, 
Billingham,  Facer,  Tweedie  and  Worby. 

Mr  Sharpe  says  the  Committee  still 
hopes  and  believes  the  contract  Bill  will  be 
implemented  on  October  1  this  year. 

Both  David  Sharpe  and  David 
Coleman  were  re-elected  chairman  and 
vice-chairman  of  the  Committee, 
respectively,  at  last  week's  first  meeting  of 
the  new  Committee. 

Q  PSNC  is  to  hold  regional  seminars  for 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
chairmen  and  secretaries  to  examine  the 
workings  of  Family  Practitioner 
Committees  and  subcommittees  in  the 
light  of  FPCs'  new  autonomy,  and  their 
increased  power  and  responsibility  under 
the  new  contract.  Seminars  will  begin  after 
publication  by  PSNC  of  the  LPC 
secretaries  handbook  in  July  or  August. 


GPs  bad  example 
of  contract  ideal 

The  Department  of  Health's 
experience  of  individualisation  of 
contracts  with  doctors  makes  such 
an  arrangement  for  pharmacy  very 
difficult  to  achieve,  says  PSNC 
secretary  Steve  Axon. 

"Agreeing  to  individualisation  of 
contracts  with  the  medical  profession  is  a 
decision  that  has  cost  the  DHSS  a  lot  of 
money.  I  think  if  the  Department  could  put 
the  clock  back,  it  would,"  Mr  Axon  told 
the  annual  meeting  of  Essex  contractors. 

Essex  LPC  chairman  David  Reid,  had 
asked  Mr  Axon  if  a  move  towards 
individualisation  was  possible  once  the 
new  contract,  which  would  create  more  of 
a  status  quo,  was  implemented.  Mr  Axon 
said  he  well  understood  the  DHSS's 


arguments  over  the  years  against 
individualisation  as  long  as  pharmacies 
could  open  where  they  liked. 

"However,  on  an  average  system  the 
pharmacist  is  paid  all  his  costs  appropriate 
to  the  NHS,"  he  said.  "Pharmacists  have 
themselves  devoted  minimum  space  within 
their  pharmacies  to  the  70  per  cent  of  their 
business  the  NHS  supplies." 

The  NHS  only  paid  20  per  cent  of 
pharmacists'  property  costs  because  that 
was  the  space  allocated,  Mr  Axon  said. 
But  if  pharmacists  were  to  devote  space  to 
consulting  rooms  the  PSNC  would  have  a 
much  stronger  argument. 

■  Lord  Hunter  of  Newington  (Ind)  is  to 
open  a  two  and  a  half  hour  debate  on  the 
Nuffield  report  on  pharmacy  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  June  4. 

■  The  Government's  Animal  (Scientific 
Procedures)  Bill  to  reduce  the  number  of 
animals  used  for  experiment  became  law 
this  week. 


July  date  for 
discount  inquiry 
contractors... 

The  200  or  so  contractor  participants 
in  the  discount  inquiry  that  will 
determine  whether  the  April  1 
increase  of  1.5  per  cent  in  the 
discount  scale  was  correct,  will  be 
approached  in  July. 

The  NHS  (Amendment)  Bill  will  allow 
the  Government  to  adjust  the  April 
increase  up  or  down:  the  new  scale  will 
then  run  until  April  1,  1987.  The  inquiry 
will  cover  all  forms  of  discounting  and  all 
six  script  bands  of  pharmacy  contractors, 
and  it  must  report  by  December  31. 

Chairman  David  Sharpe  pointed  out 
that  the  Nuffield  Report  had  effectively 
complimented  the  PSNC  on  its  negotiating 
capabilities  when  it  gave  statistics  showing 
pharmacists  had  come  out  best  in 
remuneration  terms  over  the  four  years  to 
1984-85  when  FPS  expenditure  had  risen 
by  £4  billion.  This  was  24  per  cent  increase 
in  real  terms  allowing  for  inflation  and 
using  a  base  of  100  showed:  pharmacists 
received  119  per  cent;  GPs  109  per  cent; 
dentists  88  per  cent,  while  the  cost  of 
medicines  had  gone  up  89  per  cent. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Distribution 
Working  group  has  met  once,  so  far,  and 
has  four  other  meetings  scheduled.  Each 
representative  body  —  PSNC,  National 
Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Distributors,  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  and  the  DHSS  — 
are  giving  papers.  Mr  Sharpe  says  all 
agree  that  the  needs  of  the  patient  remain 
paramount  and  that  there  must  be  a  better 
balance  between  competition  and  service. 
Oxygen.  Following  the  oxygen  explosion 
and  fire  at  a  Barbican  flat  recently  (last 
week,  p978)  PSNC  is  to  press  for  a  reversal 
of  Government  policy  that  FPCs 
recommend  GPs  to  prescribe  O  ,  cylinders 
in  threes.  The  risk  of  an  untrained  person 
changing  over  cylinders  has  been  shown 
to  be  unacceptable,  Mr  Sharpe  insists  (see 
Xrayser,  pi 038). 

Notional  salary.  The  Pharmacy  Review 
Panel  has  asked  both  sides  to  submit 
written  evidence  after  its  May  13  meeting. 
Original  Pack  Dispensing.  PSNC's  office 
has  been  asked  to  research  the  problem  as 
it  affects  contractors.  It  will  insist  that  when 
it  is  introduced  fees  must  be  related  to 
lengths  of  treatment. 
Fees.  The  DHSS  is  considering  paying 
pharmacists  just  one  fee  for  three  separate 
dispensings  of  an  addict's  methadone 
script  —  not  one  per  daily  prescription  as 
at  present.  PSNC  is  opposed  to  this  notion. 
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 PSNC 1986-90  -  all  set  and  raring  to  go  

Seated  (left  to  right)  David  Perchard  (CSM  Parliamentary  Consultants),  Michael  Brining  (financial  executive),  Alan  Smith  (chief 
executive),  David  Sharpe  (chairman),  Stephen  Axon  (secretary),  Peter  Boardman  (assistant  secretary),  Ian  Walker  (Profile  Public 
Relations).  Standing  (front  row,  left  to  right).  Bernard  Silverman  (CCA  representative),  Bob  Onley  (Trent  regional  representative), 
Alan  Facer  (NPA  Board  nominee),  Peter  Dean.  Oxford  regional),  Donald  Davison  (Co-op  rep),  Alan  Spivack  (N.E.  Thames  regional 

rep),  John  Timperley  (CCA  rep),  Duncan  Watts  (CCA  rep),  Alan  Tweedie  (S.W.  Thames  regional  rep),  Bob  Worby  (NPA  rep). 
Standing  (back  row,  left  to  right).  Peter  Holman  (S.W.  Thames  regional  rep),  David  Coleman  (Anglia  regional  rep),  Michael  Bridger 
(CCA  rep),  Marshall  Gellman  (North  Western  regional  rep),  Andrew  Bond  (South  Western  regional  rep),  David  Billington 
(Merseyside  regional  rep),  David  Plumb  (Wessex  regional  rep),  Joe  King  (NPA  rep),  Leslie  Calvert  (Yorkshire  regional  rep),  Ian 
Phillips  (Wales  regional  rep),  John  Kirby  (N.W.  Thames  regional  rep),  "Jock"  Paisley  (West  Midlands  regional  rep). 


Standards:  call 
for  Society  Code 


...plus  squeeze 
on  differentials 

The  closing  of  the  differential 
discount  between  small  and  larger 
pharmacies  is  a  prime  future 
objective  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee. 

At  a  discount  level  of  IVz  per  cent  the 
use  of  the  averaging  system  means  some 
pharmacists  are  going  to  suffer,  PSNC 
secretary  Steve  Axon  told  the  annual 
meeting  of  Essex  contractors  in 
Chelmsford  last  week. 

The  new  discount  inquiry  would  take 
everything  into  account  —  wholesalers, 
discounts,  direct  buying,  price  changes, 
nil  discount  items  and  discounts  to 
pharmacists  obtaining  Tariff  products  at 
less  than  Tariff  prices  (see  also  pl032). 

"PSNC  would  like  to  see  discounting 
totally  abolished  and  the  money  recovered 

List  to  grow 
after  review 


elsewhere,"  said  Mr  Axon.  He  suggested 
this  could  be  done  by  amending  the 
Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation  Scheme 
or  the  wholesalers'  margins.  It  would 
reduce  the  pharmacist's  discount,  but  a 
small  differential  scale  from,  say  1.2  to  1.5 
per  cent,  made  averaging  fairer. 

The  question  of  parallel  imports,  Mr 
Axon  said,  was  a  problem.  The  discount 
inquiry  would  establish  the  level  of  usage 
of  Pis.  "But  what  the  Government  will  do 
about  this  is  a  matter  for  them  and  for 
negotiation.  But  I  think  there  will  be  a 
considerable  ministerial  input  on  any 
decision  made." 

Mr  Axon  assured  the  meeting  that 
PSNC  will  attempt  to  ensure  that  any 
clawback  with  respect  to  Pis  was  applied 
only  to  those  actually  using  the  products. 
This  was  why  PSNC  went  along  with  the 
HD  scheme  even  though  their  view  had 
been  that  it  was  illegal.  However,  he 
warned  that  selectivity  and  discrimination 
could  cause  problems  with  European  law. 


Smith  (Beaconsfield),  after  talks  with  drug 
company  representatives. 

In  a  Parliamentary  answer  on  May  16, 
Mr  Hayhoe  said  he  would  "consider  the 


Further  expansion  of  the  limited  list 
looks  likely  as  Health  Ministers 
consider  a  major  change  in  the  way 
the  list  is  operated. 

Health  Minister  Barney  Hayhoe  is 
moving  towards  allowing  GPs  to  prescribe 
a  brand-name  drug  instead  of  the  generic 
form,  when  the  branded  form  is  available 
at  the  same  Drug  Tariff  price  as  the 
generic.  The  idea  has  been  put  forward  in 
the  Commons  by  Tory  backbench  MP  Tim 


change  as  part  of  his  current  Departmental 
review  of  the  way  the  limited  list  has 
operated  so  far."  A  decision  on  the 
proposed  change  is  expected  when  the 
review  is  completed  in  the  Summer.  But 
the  DHSS  already  accepts  that  the 
objective  of  the  limited  list  —  better  value 
for  money  and  a  slower  rise  in  drug  prices 
—  would  not  be  breached  by  the  change. 

The  DHSS  review  of  the  list's  success  is 
expected  to  confirm  that  it  will  have  saved 
£75m  for  the  NHS  in  its  first  year. 


The  monitoring  and  enforcement  of 
standards  of  pharmacy  practice 
following  the  new  contract  should 
be  through  a  code  of  practice  laid 
down  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  re-inforced  with  fresh 
provisions  in  terms  of  service. 
Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  chairman 
David  Sharpe  believes. 

The  recent  Lords  judgment  that 
dispensing  a  forged  CD  script  was  an 
absolute  offence  under  the  Medicines  Act 
(pl034)  had  led  the  Committee  to  question 
whether  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
original  insistence  that  the  Government 
should  bring  in  Section  66  of  that  Act,  was 
now  a  wise  course  to  follow.  While  PSNC 
wanted  standards  both  of  pharmacies  and 
the  profession  to  improve  under  the  new 
contract,  enforcement  should  not  be  so 
onerous  that  a  minor  slip-up  be  a  criminal 
offence. 

Standards  could  be  policed  by  Society 
inspector's  acting  on  behalf  of  Family 
Practitioner  Committees  and  the  DHSS 
and  offenders  brought  before  a  Service 
Committee. 


Panic  buying  of  iodine  tablets  was  well 
documented  in  provincial  newspapers 
recently.  Headlines  such  as  "Iodine  panic 
after  N-disaster;"  "Tangle  over  tablets  to 
curb  N-risks,"  and  "Worried  parent 
bought  iodine"  appeared  in  Kent,  Bristol 
and  Northampton. 
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Forged  scripts: 
no  defence 
for  pharmacists 

The  dispensing  of  a  forged 
prescription  is  an  absolute  offence 
under  the  Medicines  Act.  five  Law 
Lords  have  decided.  The  decision 
means  that  no  matter  how  good  the 
forgery«  or  the  reasons  for  believing 
it  to  be  genuine,  a  pharmacist 
dispensing  such  a  prescription  is 
guilty  of  a  criminal  offence. 

The  judgment  arose  from  a  forged 
prescription  case  brought  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  against  a 
pharmacist.  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  director  Tim  Astill  takes  up  the 
story.  "It  was  submitted  on  behalf  of  the 
pharmacist  that  the  forgery  was  a  good  one 
and  considered  that  for  the  pharmacist  to 
be  found  guilty,  mens  rea  —  guilty  mind 
—  would  need  to  be  proved.  We  believed 
that  was  a  good  defence  and  the 
stipendiary  magistrate  agreed." 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society,  however, 
appealed  to  a  divisional  court,  arguing 
that  the  offence  was  one  of  strict  liability 
for  which  mens  rea  was  unnecessary.  The 
divisional  court  agreed,  but  gave  leave  to 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords.  The  NPA 
supported  the  pharmacist  in  the  appeal. 

No  increase  in 
fees  next  year? 

The  treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  is  asking  officers  to  see  if 
there  is  a  possibility  of  holding  the 
members  and  premises  retention 
fees  at  their  present  level  for  1987. 

Mr  Henry  Howarth  says  inflation  for 
1987  looks  as  though  it  will  be  a  low  figure. 
"It  seems  certain  that  the  1986  inflation 
level  will  be  below  that  which  we  estimated 
and  that  our  resources  will  be  adequate  to 
support  the  present  plans  and  finance  the 
stocks  and  work  in  progress  on  the 
publications.  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  now 
that  there  will  be  no  increase  but  any  final 
decision  must  depend  on  the  detailed 
estimates,  which  are  still  being  prepared 
and  which  should  be  ready  by  the  end  of 
the  month,"  he  told  the  annual  meeting. 

Before  the  accounts  were  approved 
Chris  Nicholson  asked  the  treasurer  to 
explain  several  large  percentage 
increases  in  expenditure  in  the  general 
fund  —  increases  of  up  to  77  per  cent.  The 
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"Whatever  the  answer,  we  needed  to  know 
where  we  stood,"  says  Mr  Astill.  "And 
being  given  leave  to  appeal  meant  we  had 
something  of  a  case.  However,  as  the 
England  cricket  captain  said  after  the  West 
Indies  tour  "We  came  second  by  quite  a 
long  way'." 

In  fact  the  Law  Lords  only  heard 
counsel  for  the  defence  before  deciding 
they  didn't  need  to  hear  the  arguments  of 
the  other  side.  The  detailed  judgment  will 
be  given  at  a  later  date. 

"It  is  an  interesting  decision,  because  it 
means  that  the  application  of  the  law  to 
Prescription-only  medicines  under  the 
Medicines  Act  is  stricter  than  that  to 
Controlled  Drugs  under  the  Misuse  of 
Drugs  Act,  where  mens  rea  is  required  for 
an  offence  to  have  been  committed,"  says 
Mr  Astill.  "But  it  does  demonstrate  that  the 
courts  take  a  very  firm  view  about  any  sort 
of  drug  abuse  or  obtaining  drugs  for 
anything  other  than  medicinal  purposes.  If 
pharmacists  didn't  realise  it  before,  they 
should  now  know  that  when  they  get  a 
prescription  for  a  CD  or  drug  known  to  be 
abused,  they  have  a  heavy  responsibility  to 
satisfy  themselves  that  it  is  genuine." 

The  practical  outcome  of  the  judgment 
is  that  any  pharmacist  who  dispenses  a 
forged  prescription  has  to  be  found  guilty 
in  any  case  brought,  and  therefore  gets  a 
criminal  record,  and  may  subsequently  be 
called  to  appear  before  the  Statutory 
Committee  of  the  Society.  Discretion  as  to 
the  sentence  may  well  reflect  the 
circumstances  leading  to  the  dispensing. 


Director  of  finance,  Robin  Hill 


director  of  finance  Mr  Robin  Hill  itemised 
the  increases  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
meeting:-  Library  up  £38,000  because  of 
refurbishment;  Department  of 
Pharmaceutical  Sciences  up  £57,000 
because  of  work  in  progress  on  the  next 
edition  of  Martindale;  office  expenses  and 
salaries  up  £85,000  due  to  inflationary 
increases  and  the  cost  of  recruiting  the 
new  secretary  and  registrar. 


Euro  low  expert 
for  Europharm 

An  expert  in  European  law  is  to  be 
called  at  the  trial  of  Kenneth  Higson 
of  Europharm  Ltd.  Higson  is 
accused  of  eight  offences  connected 
with  wholesale  selling  of  medical 
products. 

At  Worthing  Magistrates  Court  this 
week,  the  summonses  were  further 
adjourned  to  June  2,  the  court  agreeing 
that  the  matter  should  be  heard  at  the 
Crown  Court. 

Applying  for  trial  by  jury,  Mr  James 
Roberts,  defending,  said  the  defence  was 
extremely  complex  and  concerned 
European  law,  the  Treaty  of  Rome  and  the 
free  movement  of  goods  through  Member 
states. 

Mr  Higson  is  accused  of  offering  for 
sale  or  selling  medicinal  products  without 
a  licence  and  having  medicinal  products 
for  sale  with  details  not  written  in  English. 

Digoxin  antidote 
coming  soon 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  are 
planning  to  market  a  specific 
digoxin  antidote  later  this  year. 

Digibind  is  a  digoxin-binding 
fragment  derived  from  anti-digoxin 
antibodies  developed  by  Wellcome 
Biotech.  It  has  just  received  a  product 
licence  in  the  United  States,  where  it  will 
be  of  use  in  an  estimated  10-20,000 
patients  per  year  who  experience  severe, 
otherwise  irreversible,  digoxin  or 
digitoxin  intoxication. 

In  a  multi-centre  study  Digibind  was 
found  to  reverse  completely 
digoxin/digitoxin  toxicity,  in  most  cases 
within  four  hours,  following  intravenous 
administration. 

Wellcome  say  the  use  of  Digibind  will 
be  the  first  of  a  purified  antibody  fragment 
in  clinical  therapy. 

The  product  has  already  been  made 
available  to  the  UK  Regional  Poison 
Information  Centres. 


Three  booklets  are  available  for  stoma 
patients.  Covering  ileostomy,  colostomy 
and  urostomy,  each  is  written  by  an  expert 
in  the  field  answering  the  questions  many 
patients  want  to  ask,  from  advice  about 
going  on  holiday  to  details  of  the 
operation.  They  are  available  free  from 
Bemice  Smart,  Squibb  Surgicare  Ltd, 
Squibb  House,  141  Staines  Road, 
HounslowTW3  3JA. 
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'For  some  reason  we  do  a  lot  of  business  on  Sunday  rota. 


iigher  damages 
for  fall  in  NI 

)id  you  know  it  costs  more  to  leave 
soxes  lying  around  for  customers  to 
rip  over  them  in  Northern  Ireland 
■<  han  in  the  rest  of  the  UK? 

In  a  recent  case,  settled  out  of  court, 
he  Chemist  Defence  Association  paid  out 
>ver  £16,000  personal  injury  damages  plus 
;osts  —  a  total  of  nearly  £23,000  —  to  a 
;ustomer  who  fell  over  a  box  of  goods  left 
ay  a  wholesaler  in  a  pharmacy  "If  the 
charmacist  had  been  found  liable  over 
aere,  the  claim  would  have  been  worth 
i8,000-£10,000  in  compensation  for  pain 
md  suffering,"  NPA  director  Tim  Astill  told 
2&D.  "In  England,  the  case  is  tried  by  a 
lard-bitten  judge,  unswayed  by  a  juicy  sob 
;tory.  But  in  Northern  Ireland,  a  jury 
decides  the  question  of  liability." 

The  customer  concerned  in  the  case 
vas  a  life-long  dialysis  patient  whose 
:ondition  had  left  him  with  very  brittle 
Dones.  A  steel  pin  had  to  be  inserted  into 
he  poorly- healing  femur.  "There  was 
considerable  doubt  about  the  question  of 
iability,"  said  Mr  Astill.  "The  box  was 
clearly  visible,  and  it  could  well  have  been 
irgued  that  the  pharmacist  had  had  little 
ime  to  move  it  before  the  accident 
occurred.  But  you  can  imagine  the  sort  of 
;tory  the  counsel  would  have  put  to  the 
ury. 

"The  advice  we  had  was  that  there  was 
10  way  the  jury  wouldn't  find  the 
Dharmacist  liable."  He  added:  "It  pays  to 
oe  careful,  but  you  should  be  even  more 
careful  in  Northern  Ireland." 

One  small  crumb  of  comfort.  There  are 
moves  for  Northern  Ireland  to  come  into 
line  with  the  rest  of  the  UK  in  the  not-too- 
distant  future. 


PSNI  gives  last 
conference  call 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland  is 
urging  any  pharmacists  not  able  to 
attend  the  whole  of  its  conference  in 
Bally  gaily,  on  May  30  to  June  1,  to 
sign  up  just  for  the  Saturday  or 
Sunday. 

Saturday  has  a  "hospital"  emphasis 
and  the  Sunday  sessions  focus  on 
community  pharmacy  (see  C&D  May  3, 
p911).  The  cost  for  a  day  is  £6  which 
includes  morning  coffee,  lunch  and 
afternoon  tea.  Members  are  asked  to 
contact  the  PSNI  office  without  delay  to 
place  firm  bookings. 


*GPs  operate 
repeat  script 
checks'  —  Minister 

Doctors  recognise  the  need  to 
regularly  review  "repeat 
prescriptions  and  are  operating 
their  own  control  system.  Baroness 
Trumpington,  under  Secretary  for 
Social  Services,  told  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Tuesday. 

She  stressed  that  the  Department  of 
Health  was  always  actively  promoting 
economic  prescribing  by  doctors  when 
urged  by  Lord  Campbell  of  Croy  (Con.)  to 
encourage  the  public  to  return  "left  over" 
medicines  which  might  otherwise  become 
a  danger  to  children. 

Lady  Trumpington  said  the  danger  of 
medicines  to  children  had  been 
considerably  minimised  by  the  adoption 
by  pharmacists  of  child  resistant 
containers. 

Clearer  words 
required 

The  instructions  on  the 
contraceptive  Pill  are  not  clear 
enough  says  the  Contraceptive 
Foundation. 

A  recent  Foundation  symposium 
recommended  that  detailed  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  choice  of  language 
used,  with  simpler  terms  and  short 
sentences.  Clearer  headings  and 
typefaces  were  also  needed. 

A  three-stage  insert  —  simple 
instructions,  more  complex  detail  for  those 
interested,  and  medical  and  legal 
information  —  was  suggested  by  the 
Foundation,  which  links  manufacturers, 
the  Family  Planning  Association  and  the 


Lord  Ennals  (Lab),  former  Social 
Services  Secretary,  contended  that  the 
higher  prescription  charge  had  resulted  in 
many  GPs  trying  to  help  their  patients  by 
prescribing  large  amounts  to  cover  longer 
periods  —  a  practice  which,  on  occasions, 
could  bring  about  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  unused  medicines. 

Lord  Winstanley  (Lib)  urged  the 
Minister  to  take  steps  to  discourage  the 
"magpie"  like  attitude  of  many  patients 
who  stored  away  old  drugs  with  the 
intention  of  using  them  sometime  in  the 
future  without  realising  that,  by  then,  they 
could  have  become  dangerous  or  have  lost 
their  therapeutic  value. 

Lady  Trumpington  said  there  were 
many  reasons  why  people  retained  unused 
medicines  but  figures  produced  after 
DUMP  campaigns  did  not  necessarily 
provide  an  accurate  guide  to  the  extent  of 
the  practice  since  it  was  not  possible  to 
differentiate  between  medicines  disposed 
of  by  patients,  nursing  homes  and  similar 
establishments  or  "possibly  even  by 
pharmacists." 


Health  Education  Council.  But  one 
problem  appears  to  be  the  constraints  of 
product  licences,  which  had  led  to  such 
anomalies  as  different  start  points  in  the 
menstrual  cycle  for  similar  preparations. 


Premises  up  20 

Pharmacies  continue  to  open  at  a  steady 
rate.  The  number  of  premises  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Register  rose  by 
20  in  April  to  11,447,  the  highest  figure  for 
12  years. 

England  (excluding  London)  saw  a  net 
increase  of  21,  with  33  openings,  one 
restoration,  and  13  closures.  Scotland  had 
two  closures,  and  Wales  one  opening  and 
one  closure.  In  London  there  was  no 
overall  change;  four  opened,  four  closed. 
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1986  —  the  year  that  shaped 
pharmacy's  destiny 


The  membership  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  will  look  hack  on  1986  and 
say  "It  was  that  year  that  our 
destiny  was  shaped/'  president  Or 
Geoffrey  Booth  told  its  145th  annual 
meeting.  "I  want  tonight  to  ensure 
that  we  are  all  aware  of  our  task 
ahead." 

Since  January  1986  vitally  important 
matters  had  occurred  which  would  affect 
the  profession  for  a  generation  or  more,  Dr 
Booth  said.  "We  must  address  ourselves  to 
their  effects  urgently  and  cogently. 

"One  word  which  has  dominated 
discussion  within  pharmacy  over  the  past 
two  years  is  'Nuffield'. .  .It  has  properly 
received  a  very  positive  welcome  from  all 
guarters  of  the  profession." 

Dr  Booth  said  consideration  of  the 
report  had  to  be  approached  two  ways. 
"First,  existing  Council  policies  should  not 
be  assumed  to  be  inviolate.  We  must 
critically  examine  such  policy  where  it  has 
been  commented  upon  by  the  inquiry  and 
ensure  that  our  minds  are  open  to  change 
if  such  change  is  justified  and  logical.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  must  avoid  a  blind 
acceptance  of  every  recommendation  in 
the  report  on  the  grounds  that  'if  Nuffield 
said  it,  it  must  be  right'." 

The  publication  of  the  Report  of  the 
Nuffield  Inguiry  was  very  closely  followed 
by  the  Government's  "Agenda  for 
discussion"  on  Primary  Health  Care,  Dr 
Booth  said.  "The  document  notes  what  it 
describes  as  the  importance  of  pharmacy 
and  expresses  the  belief  of  Government 
that  an  extended  role  for  pharmacists 
should  be  provided  to  make  best  use  of 
their  gualifications  and  training. 

"In  some  cases  there  are  echoes  of 
Nuffield  in  the  discussion  document  and 
we  are  thus  given  an  indication  of  those 
recommendations  that  the  Government 
will  be  very  willing  to  implement.  The 
corollary  is  that  the  profession  would  have 
to  work  very  hard  to  secure  the 
implementation,  where  legislation  is 
required,  of  those  Nuffield 
recommendations  that  are  ignored  in  the 
Government's  discussion  paper." 

The  president  said  a  round  of 
consultations  with  professions  had  been 
promised  and  public  comments  on  the 
discussion  document  are  not  required 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  "The  Society  has 
been  invited  to  make  a  submission  if 
possible  by  the  end  of  June  and  we  will 
probably  be  invited  to  give  oral  evidence 
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PSGB  president  Dr  Geoffrey  Booth. 

to  the  Social  Services  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  Autumn." 

The  last  paragraph  in  the  chapter 
dealing  with  resources  and  priorities  was  a 
proposal  that  consideration  might  be 
given  to  linking  prescription  charges 
either  to  the  cost  or  importance  of  the 
medicine  prescribed,  said  Dr  Booth.  "It 
would  be  a  very  dramatic  departure  from 
the  current  convention  if  the  charge  to  be 
paid  was  related  to  the  cost  of  the 
medicine,  an  element  which  is  completely 
beyond  the  influence  of  the  patient,  who 
may  happen  to  have  a  condition  that  can 
only  be  treated  with  expensive 
medicines." 

The  third  major  development  was  the 
National  Health  Service  (Amendment) 
Bill,  with  a  clause  giving  powers  to  control 
the  right  of  entry  into  contract  to  provide 
NHS  pharmaceutical  services. 

"The  Council  decided  that  the  balance 
of  advantage  to  the  profession  and  the 
public  lay  in  acceptance  of  the  package. 
However,  the  need  for  the  Government  to 
table  enabling  legislation  has  allowed 
reopening  of  the  debate  on  the  points 
which  caused  the  Council  —  and,  I  may 
say,  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  —  some  concern. 

"Most  important  is  the  guestion  of  the 
appeals  mechanism.  The  Council  is  very 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  system  must 
be  seen  to  be  fair  to  all  parties." 

"We  were  delighted  when  the  Minister 
announced  at  the  Committee  Stage  on 
May  6,  that  he  was  prepared  to  consult  the 


profession  again  on  the  guestion  of 
appeals,"  Dr  Booth  said.  ". .  .It  is  now  for 
the  Society  and  other  bodies  to  propose  an 
appeals  procedure  which  the  Minister  will 
find  it  possible  to  accept  and  which  will 
meet  the  criteria  of  being  fair  to  all 
concerned." 

The  president  said  Council  was 
making  representations  on  other  aspects  of 
the  clause  in  the  Bill  which  relates  to 
pharmaceutical  services  contracts.  "I  want 
to  emphasise  that  it  is  not  the  Council's 
wish  or  intention  to  intervene  in  matters  of 
negotiation  of  remuneration,  which  are 
properly  the  concern  of  the  PSNC.  Where 
the  Council  has  to  insist  on  its  voice  being 
heard  is  when  a  proposal  not  only  affects 
detailed  remuneration,  but  has  an 
implication  for  the  future  provision  of  the 
pharmaceutical  services  and  thus  for  the 
profession  of  pharmacy." 

Returning  to  the  Nuffield  Report  Dr 
Booth  had  hoped  that  Nuffield  would 
support  the  Society's  contention  that 
regulations  under  Section  66  of  the 
Medicines  Act  1968  were  necessary  to 
ensure  that  premises  which  are  clearly 
unsatisfactory  do  not  reach  the  Register  of 
pharmacies. 

The  Society  was  continuing  to  press  its 
view  in  negotiations  with  the  DHSS  in 
discussions  which  went  much  wider  than 
the  guestion  of  environmental  standards 
which  could  be  controlled  under  Section 
66  Regulations.  "Nuffield  is  very  firm,  and 
naturally  the  Council  is  in  full  agreement, 
that  standards  of  practice  are  a  matter  for 
the  profession  and  that  means  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

"The  acceptance  by  the  Department  of 
the  need  for  Regulations  to  control 
standards  of  new  pharmacy  premises 
would  be  an  important  step  forward  and 
we  will  continue  to  strive  to  achieve  that." 

In  conclusion  the  president  said 
pharmacy  in  this  country  had  an 
unprecedented  opportunity  for 
advancement  over  the  next  decades.  "The 
Nuffield  Inguiry  and  the  Discussion  Paper 
agree  on  one  major  point,  that  pharmacists 
should  have  an  extended  role  so  that  the 
public  may  benefit  from  their  expert 
knowledge  and  experience." 

This  provided  a  springboard.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  other  national 
bodies  in  pharmacy  can  ensure  that  the 
frame  work  for  advances  is  available.  In 
the  end,  however,  the  future  lies  with 
individual  pharmacists.  The  public  will 
believe  what  they  see  when  they  visit  a 
pharmacy  and  will  be  unconvinced  by 
statements  of  what  ought  to  be  provided." 

Dr  Booth  then  said:  "Let  me  say  to  all 
the  profession,  pharmacy  will  not  only 
survive,  it  will  power  on  to  confirm  its 
unigue  contribution  to  the  sick,  to  the 
community  and  to  health  care." 
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Put  your  profits  in  even 
liealthUan&haptN 


Sensodyne  is  a  major  force  in  the 
highly  profitable  toothbrush  market.  You'll 
"<S$y        tf£&  know  how  well  Sensodyne  sales  respond 
y^yy^^O  to  W  "  UP  a  staggering  27%*  last  year. 
*9>     ^  This  year  promises  to  be  a  real 

w|f>  t^^>  ^J^1  bonanza,  with  a  massive  £1  million 
National  TV  campaign  featuring 
Sensodyne  Search.  TV  runs  through 
June  and  July  during  the  peak  sell- 
\  ing  season,  backed  by  a  full  scale 


campaign  to  dentists.  So  you  can  be  sure 
of  big  sales,  and  even  bigger  profits. 
Make  the  most  of  this  great  opportunity 
and  increase  your  stock  now. 

And  don't  forget  our  special 
A-Teanf  Sensodyne  Toothbrushes  - 
they're  selling  as  fast  as  youngsters 
can  put  their  hands  on  them! 
Stafford- Miller  Ltd.,  Hatfield, 
Herts.,  ALIO  ONZ.Tel.  Hatfield  61151. 


Sensodyne  Search 

More  Action  •  More  Sales  •  More  Profits 


"Independent  Chemist  Audit  data.  July-December  1985  compared  with  July-December  1984. 


^■NEWSm  ■TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS— 

by  Xrayser 


TV  sanpro  trial 
upsets  145 

Sanpro  advertising  has  met  with 
around  145  complaints  after  only 
three  months  of  the  two-year 
experiment. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Independent 
Broadcasting  Authority  said  most 
complaints  were  from  consumers 
objecting  to  the  whole  idea  of  advertising 
sanitary  products.  "It's  in  the  nature  of  the 
product  to  cause  some  embarrassment  but 
it's  early  days  yet,  and  well  have  to  wait 
and  see  how  the  response  will  go  on,"  said 
the  IBA. 

The  trial  advertising  will  be  reviewed  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  This  week  sees  the  start 
of  Tampax  commercials  on  Channel  4  (see 
Counterpoints,  May  17). 

More  PL(PI)s 

The  following  PL(PI)s  have  been  notified 
to  C&D  since  its  April  12  supplement. 
Aeropax  (International)  Ltd,  trading  as 
Stephar  BV 

PL/4259/0199    Zovirax  tablet  Acylovir  200mg 

M.K.  Shah  Pharmacy 

PL/5036/0035     Daktacort  cream  30g     Miconazole  nitrate  2 
per  cent  w/w, 
hydrocortisone  1  per 
cent  w/w 
Danazol  lOOmg 
Danazol  200mg 
Isoxsuprine 
hydrochloride  40mg 
Flucloxacillin  sodium 
monohydrate  = 
flucloxacillin  250mg 
Flurbiprofen  lOOmg 
Triazolam  0.25mg 
Indomethacin  BP  50mg 
Nalidixic  acid  500mg 
Carbidopa 
monohydrate  10  8mg 
=  lOmg  base, 
levodopa  lOOmg 
Carbamazepine  BP 
200mg 
Imipramine 
hydrochloride  BP 
lOmg 
Labetalol 

hydrochloride  lOOmg 
Diclofenac  sodium 
25mg 

Diclofenac  sodium 
lOOmg 

Allopurmol  BP  lOOmg 


PL/5036/0009    Danatrol  lOOmg 
PL/5036/0047    Danol  200mg 
PL/5036/0078     Duvadilan  retard 


PL/5036/0046    Floxapen  250mg 


PL/5036/0052  Froben  lOOmg 

PL/5036/0061  Halcion  0. 25mg 

PL/5036/0012  Indocid  SOmg 

PL/5036/0099  Negram  500mg 

PL/5036/0041  Sinemet  110 


PL/5036/0017  Tegretol  200mg 

PL/5036/0033  Tofranil  lOmg 

PL/5036/0091  Trandate  lOOmg 

PL/5036/0054  Voltarol  25mg 

PL/5036/0059  Voltarol  retard 

PL/5036/0018  Zylonc  lOOmg 

Whitworth  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 


PL/4423/0118 


PL/4423/0041 


Canesten  0.  lg 
vaginal  tablet 
Corlan  pellets 


PL/4423/0123     Daktann  cream  30g 


PL/4423/0036 
PL/4423/0111 
PL/4423/0133 


Lasix  40mg  tablet 

Proviron 

Tinset 


Clotrimazole  lOOmg 

Hydrocortisone  sodium 
succinate  BP  3.535mg 
=  2.5mg  base 
Miconazole  nitrate  2 
per  cent  w/w 
Frusemide  BP  40mg 
Mesterolone  25mg 
Oxatomide  30mg 


□  The  PL(PI)s  attributed  last  week  to 
Eunpharm  are,  of  course,  held  by 
Eurimpharm. 


Claws  out  and 
back?  

I  felt  a  sudden  chill  of  apprehension  when 
I  read  last  week's  Editorial  comment, 
which  finished  with,  "Let  us  hope  that 
when  the  day  of  reckoning  comes  the 
PSNC  can  stand  out  against  a  general 
recovery  of  cash  [of  profits  made  from 
parallel  imports],  otherwise  today's  wise 
parallel  import  virgins  will  have  saved 
themselves  in  vain." 

Since  I  and  about  4,000  other 
contractors  can  show  without  any  problem 
that  we  have  not  gained  in  this  way,  let  me 
suggest  to  PSNC  it  might  find  itself  in 
considerable  difficulties  with  a  sizeable 
number  of  the  contractors  —  whose 
interests  it  has  a  duty  to  represent  and 
protect  —  if  it  was  to  agree  to  a  general  PI 
clawback.  I  say  to  PSNC  there  would  be  an 
immediate  claim  against  it  in  the  courts  for 
recovery  of  any  clawback  of  sums  deemed 
by  DHSS  to  have  been  had  under  an 
averaging  assessment,  but  not  in  reality 
received  by  particular  pharmacists. 

I  do  not  believe  PSNC  can  claim  a 
mandate  from  members  to  agree  to  such  a 
proposition  and  reckon,  for  once,  it  would 
have  to  withdraw  from  negotiations.  Since, 
I  believe,  parallel  importers  have  to 
maintain  proper  books  and  accounts, 
there  can  be  no  real  difficulty  in  the 
Government  requiring  them  to  supply  lists 
of  customers  and  the  amounts  purchased 
over  a  given  period.  There  is  no  valid 
reason  why  attempts  to  reclaim  the  extra, 
not-so-hidden  profits,  via  a  general 
clawback  should  not  be  firmly  rejected  on 
the  grounds  that  it  is  manifestly  unjust, 
when  the  actual  figures  per  contractor  are 
available  for  the  asking.  The  costs  of 
collecting  the  data  are  plainly  a 
government  concern,  not  PSNC's. 


Oh  Too  * . .  

Forgive  the  play  on  words.  Yes  I'm  going  to 
talk  about  oxygen  again.  I  would  like  to 
thank  the  contractors  who  wrote  to  me. 

The  best  letter  came  from  G.  Quinn  of 
Putney.  I  quote:  "Re  Give  me  air  26/4. 
Check  with  your  local  fire  prevention 
officer.  In  SW15  three  cylinders  of  02  in 
the  house  is  illegal!  One  in  use  and  one 
spare  is  the  maximum.  Three  require 

a.  Notification  to  Fire  Brigade. 

b.  Consent  after  inspection  of  storage. 

c.  Erection  of  "Hazardous"  signs. 

So  I  rang  my  fire  prevention  officer, 
and  guess  what?  Three  02  cylinders  in  a 
domestic  dwelling  are  illegal. 

Now,  on  a  sober  note.  Our  familiarity 


when  handling  cylinders  makes  us  not 
always  mindful  of  safeguards.  I  remember 
last  year  being  called  out  to  help  a  poor 
old  chap  change  his  cylinder.  His  wife  led 
me  into  the  living  room  where  her 
husband  was  having  a  slab  of  bread  and 
butter.  As  I  came  in  he  stood  up,  and 
dropped  his  food  on  the  floor.  After  he 
managed  to  pick  up  the  debris,  he  tried  to 
show  me  how  he  couldn't  get  the  nozzle  of 
the  giving  set  to  enter  the  top  of  the 
cylinder. 

I  felt  impelled  to  help  to  fix  the  set.  It 
never  crossed  my  mind  to  check  whether 
any  of  the  butter  from  his  hands  had  got  on 
to  the  metal  at  the  sealing  points.  Last  week 
there  was  an  explosion  when  an 
experienced  person  was  changing  a  set. 
Looking  back  I  could  have  been  lucky. 

Finally,  I  have  gained  the  impression 
that  if  a  doctor  orders  three  cylinders  on  a 
script  we  will  only  be  paid  for  one  delivery 
charge.  This  is  bad  news  for  me  since  I 
have  frequently  claimed  on  the  green 
forms  when  I  have  had  to  visit  a  patient  to 
fit  a  cylinder,  even  though  it  was  delivered 
previously.  Or  in  some  cases,  I  have 
delivered  the  one  required,  retaining  the 
script  as  a  sort  of  repeat,  making  a  claim 
for  each  delivery  when  the  patient  called 
for  it,  say  4-5  days  later,  and  again  in  8-10 
days.  Where  exactly  do  we  stand? 

Home,  safe  home 

Did  you  read  the  report  published  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  (last  week,  p978) 
on  the  storage  of  medicines  in  residential 
homes?  It  suggested  a  number  of  stringent 
controls  to  prevent  the  adminstration  of 
POMs  to  inmates  with  no  scripts. 

I  wouldn't  want  to  appear  naive,  for 
while  I  agree  entirely  with  the 
recommendations,  any  one  of  us  who 
serves  some  of  these  establishments  will 
know  of  practices  which  would  make  your 
hair  stand  on  end.  When  I  see  this,  I  try  to 
point  out  the  dangers  to  the  person  in 
charge.  Those  persons,  often  without  any 
qualifications  in  the  care  of  the  elderly 
frequently  glorify  themselves  with  titles 
varying  from  "nurse"  to  "matron".  And 
resent,  in  inverse  relation  to  their  abilities, 
any  suggestions  or  guidance.  If  they  are 
the  owners,  they  are  aware,  acutely,  of  how 
much  money  they  are  making  and  may  pay 
lip  service  to  our  position,  but  that  is  all. 

The  only  way  you  will  see  the 
fundamental  change  needed  is  to  require, 
at  minimum,  a  monthly  check  by  a 
pharmacist  of  patient  medication.  In  a 
home  of,  say,  20  patients  this  could  take  at 
least  a  couple  of  hours,  and  would  require 
a  fee,  for  me,  in  the  region  of  £50-60.  The 
sooner  the  better.  I  may  be  conscientious, 
but  I  won't  do  it  for  free. 
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Farley's  rusks  in 
£  1.25m  TV  push 

Farley's  are  putting  £1.25m  behind  a  new 
television  campaign.  For  the  first  time, 
rusks  will  be  advertised  on  breakfast  and 
daytime  television  simultaneously  during 
May  and  June. 

The  television  commercials  will  be 
further  supported  by  advertisements  in  all 
mother  and  baby  Press,  and  the  Bounty 
Baby  Book,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Regional  Press  activity,  on-pack 
promotions  and  a  comprehensive  public 
relations  campaign  complete  the  package. 

Three  commercials,  featuring  John 
Noakes,  swimmer  Sharron  Davies  and  a 
new  one  called  "Jo  and  Annabel"  will  be 
shown.  Jo  and  Annabel  features  tennis 
stars  Jo  Durie  and  Annabel  Croft  and  will 
be  screened  to  coincide  with  Wimbledon. 
Meanwhile,  the  other  two  are  appearing 
on  TV-am  on  alternate  weeks  until  the  end 
of  June,  and  again  in  November. 

Daytime  slots  commence  on  May  19 


and  continue  for  four  alternate  weeks. 

In  addition,  all  three  varieties  will 
carry  two  extra  free  during  July  and 
August.  A  further  on-pack  promotion  will 
run  simultaneously  with  regional 
newspaper  activity  this  Winter. 

"Since  the  Boots  take-over,  it  has  been 
business  as  usual  at  Farley's  Plymouth 
factory  and  this  increased  activity  reflects 
the  new  management's  commitment  to 
ensuring  Farley's  Rusks  maintain  their 
position  as  leaders  in  a  buoyant  rusk 
market,"  says  senior  product  manager 
Tony  Nunan.  Farley  Health  Products  Ltd, 
Ton  Lane,  Plymouth  PL3  SUA. 


Dulcolax  in 
first  TV  splash 

Windsor  Pharmaceuticals  are  launching  a 
£300,000  campaign  this  month  for 
Dulcolax  tablets  and  sugar-free  Laxoberal 
liquid. 

For  the  first  time,  television  advertising 
with  30  and  10-second  commercials  will  be 
used  in  selected  regions  in  July  and 
August,  supported  by  colour  advertising 
in  the  womens's  Press,  television  guides 
and  colour  supplements  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  company  estimates  the  Press 
advertising  will  reach  around  three- 
quarters  of  the  prime  market. 

Windsor  have  also  reprinted  the 
consumer  book,  "Healthy  eating  in  later 
life",  and  have  also  produced  a  video 
which  will  be  available  on  loan,  free  of 
charge,  to  those  concerned  with  the 
elderly.  Book  and  video  will  also  be  used 
for  a  series  of  town  promotions.  Windsor 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Elleslield  Avenue, 
Bracknell,  Berks  EG  12  4  YS. 
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Mycil  puts  best 
foot  forward 


Evans  are  running  a  women's  Press 
campaign  for  Mycil  throughout  the 
Summer. 

Inspired  by  the  saucy  postcard  style  of 
Donald  McGill,  Evans  are  using  humorous 
ituations  to  identify  how  people  try  to  hide 
01  even  ignore  the  fact  that  they  may  be 
suffering  from  athletes  foot. 

( 


/  PO/v'TAf/A/O  THE  *"\ 
Jfs  THE  S^A/DAIS  A/VD  S^CKS 


The  campaign,  which  runs  from  the 
end  of  May  until  September,  is  using  over 
a  dozen  magazines  including  My  Weekly, 
People's  Friend,  Woman,  Woman's  Own, 
Woman's  Realm,  Woman's  Weekly, 
Company,  Living,  She,  Good 
Housekeeping  and  Family  Circle.  Evans 
Medical  Ltd,  318  High  Street  North, 
Dunstable  LU61BE. 


Altacite  ad  tops 
£lm 


Altacite  plus  tablets  are  to  be  supported  by 
a  £300,000  national  Press  campaign  from 
June  14.  The  spend  brings  the  value  of 
support  for  the  product  since  last  April  to 
over  £lm,  say  makers  Roussel 
Laboratories. 

And  since  the  relisting  on  the  white  list 
of  Altacite  plus  suspension,  Roussel  have 
been  promoting  that  product  to  the  GPs. 

Both  the  Proprietary  Association  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Association  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  saw  no  reason 
why  there  should  not  be  such  dual 
promotion  because  the  two  products 
contain  different  ratios  of  active 
ingredients,  ostensibly  making  them  two 
different  products,  Roussel  explain. 

Altacite  plus  tablets  are  claimed  to 
account  for  60  per  cent  of  OTC  sales  of  the 
brand. 

The  changes  seem  to  have  caused 
some  confusion  among  pharmacists  and 
GPs.  Thus,  Roussel  explain,  Altacite 
suspension  (500ml,  £1.75  trade)  and 
tablets  (120,  £1.50  trade)  are  being 


promoted  to  GPs  for  prescribing  by 
generic  name  —  hydrotalcite.  Altacite 
plus  suspension  (500ml,  £1.85  trade)  is 
being  promoted  to  GPs  for  prescribing  by 
brand  name.  Altacite  plus  tablets  (20, 
£1.70  rsp)  are  being  promoted  to 
consumers  and  Altacite  plus  suspension 
(100ml,  £1.70  rsp)  is  available  in 
pharmacies  for  sale  but  is  not  being 
promoted.  Roussel  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Broadwater  Park,  North  Orbital  Road, 
Denham,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex  UB9  5HP. 


Aller-eze  shows 
its  Plus  side 

The  Aller-eze  hayfever  range  is  being 
promoted  nationally  on  television  and  in 
magazines.  Aller-eze  Plus  is  prominently 
featured  in  the  new  30  second 
commercial. 

The  main  television  advertising 
campaign,  worth  £75,000  at  rate  card, 
commences  June  2  on  all  stations  in  the 
southern  half  of  the  UK,  with  Wales  and 
the  Midlands  from  June  9  and  national  TV 
am  commencing  June  16.  Intercare 
Products  Ltd,  Fishponds  Road, 
Wokingham,  Berks  RG11 2QD. 

Horse  back  for 
Zubes  relaunch 

Roberts  Laboratories  are  relaunching 
Zubes  throat  lozenges  this  September  with 
new  packs,  an  additional  flavour,  and  the 
return  of  the  Zubes  horse  in  a  television 
and  poster  campaign. 

The  relaunch  will  include  newly- 
designed  packets,  and,  for  the  first  time, 
tubes.  Original  recipe  and  honey  and 
lemon  Zubes  will  be  joined  by  new  cherry. 

A  national  bus  and  television 
campaign  is  planned  for  after  Christmas. 
The  main  feature  will  be  the  resurrection 
of  the  horse,  which  last  appeared  nearly  30 
years  ago,  and  the  catchphrase  "Feeling  a 
little  hoarse  —  go  suck  a  Zube".  Roberts 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Burnden  Road,  Bolton, 
Lanes  BL32RB. 

Support  package 
for  Triludan 

For  the  1986  hay  fever  season  Merrell  Dow 
are  supporting  Triludan  with  new  POS 
material,  information  leaflets  for  patients 
and  pharmacy  assistants  and  a  telephone 
bonus  offer. 

The  16in  tall  acrylic  merchandising 


unit  is  available  free,  and  can  hold  a  total 
of  60  Triludan  10  packs.  Leaflets, 
explaining  to  patients  their  condition,  are 
available  from  a  dispensing  pocket  on  the 
side  of  each  unit. 

Merrell  Dow  have  produced  a  package 
for  the  pharmacy  assistant,  consisting  of  a 
video  and  a  handbook  with  up-to-date 
information  on  the  management  of  hay 


fever.  The  presentation  can  be  arranged 
through  the  local  representative  or  the 
company  direct. 

A  freefone  service  running  until 
August  1  will  allow  pharmacists  to  benefit 
from  a  bonus  order  by  ringing  the 
operator  and  asking  for  Freefone  Triludan 
PE.  The  Merrell  Dow  priority  order  co- 
ordinator will  transmit  the  required  order, 
at  no  charge,  to  the  wholesaler  of  the 
pharmacist's  choice,  with  bonus  goods 
delivered  by  the  local  representative  soon 
after.  The  company  says  the  phone  offer  is 
a  further  expression  of  its  "Confidence  in 
pharmacy  policy".  Merrell  Dow 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd ,  Stana  Place, 
Fairfield  Avenue,  Staines,  Middx  TW18. 


Scholl  give  15 
denier  support 


Scholl  have  introduced  a  15-denier 
support  stocking  range  in  a  bid  to  expand 
the  support  hosiery  market. 

The  stockings  will  come  in  eight 
shades  and  will  conform  to  the  British 
Standard  Specification  for  graduated 
support  hose.  The  one-size  stockings  will 
retail  at  £1.59  a  pair. 

Scholl  are  also  extending  their  colour 
range  for  their  Lite  Legs  sheer  support 
tights  with  two  new  colours  —  jade  and 
rose  quartz.  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John 
Street,  London  EC1P1DH. 
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McVITIE'S  DIGESTIVES 
TAKE  THE  BISCUIT  -  THEIR 

BRAND  SHARE  IN  THE 
REGION  STANDS  AT  50%. 


LUCOZADE  IS 
ENJOYING  AN  ENERGETIC 
GROWTH  RATE  OF  28% 
IN  THE  REGION. 


YORI 
HOMEO 

BR 


Becoming  brand  leader  in  an  area  that's  home  to  more  than  one  tenth  of 

the  population  is  no  mean  achievement. 

But  it's  all  too  easy  to  become  complacent  once  you've  reached  such  heights 
You  can't  continue  to  rely  purely  on  the  Yorkshire  housewife's  renowned 

loyalty  to  branded  products.  Times  have  changed. 


WALKERS  CRISPS 
ARE  MAKING  A  PACKET 
IN  YORKSHIRE,  TAKING 
A  49%  BRAND  SHARE. 


eZSe&onil 


IG  BRASS 
DS. 


THERE'S  A  GREAT  DEAL  OF 
COMFORT  GOING  INTO  THE 
YORKSHIRE  HOUSEWIFE'S  WASHING 
-  35%  MORE  THAN  LAST  YEAR, 
CONFIRMING  ITS  POSITION  AS 
BRAND  LEADER. 


THE  YORKSHIRE  PEOPLE 
ARE  DRINKING  BAGS  MORE 
TETLEYS,  18%  MORE  THAN 
LAST  YEAR  (ALMOST  TWICE 
THE  NATIONAL  INCREASE). 


The  large  multiples  have  decided  to  tap  this  profitable  and  progressive  area. 
k  1  their  own  label  pr<  )duc rs  an 1 1  )eginning  to  steal  your  market  away.  ^kS 

But,  like  the  brands  on  this  page,you  can  fight  back. Simply 
7  making  sun1  Yorkshire  television's  airtime  continues  to  play  a 
ajor  part  in  your  advertising  plans. 


Sources    AC  Nirlscn.T.CA 


Sim  protection 
from  Kanebo 

A  six  strong  conditioning  and  sun 
protection  line  has  been  introduced  by 
Kanebo.  For  those  who  want  a  deep  tan 
there  is  a  conditioning  oil  with  sun 


protection  factor  —  sun  deep  tanning  oil 
(125ml  bottle  £6.95)  and  a  soothing  gel- 
emulsion  with  SPF3,  sun  intensive  tanning 
gel  (125ml  bottle,  £6.95). 

Two  sun  high  protection  creams  with 
factors  6  and  10,  (50g  tube,  £6.75)  are 
supplemented  by  a  waterproof  sun 
makeup  in  a  compact  —  sun  full 
protection,  with  factor  15  (13g,  £13.50). 
The  range  is  completed  by  sun  cooling 
balm  (125ml  bottle  £7.50).  Kanebo, 
Division  ofOBL  Manufacturing  Ltd,  Bone 
Lane,  Newbury,  Berks  RG14  5TD. 

Bergasol's  range 
in  spotlight 

Bergasol  are  putting  £500,000  behind  their 
1986  sun  preparations  range,  with  an 
advertising  campaign  set  to  break  in  the 
June  issues  of  the  women's  national  Press. 

The  latest  campaign  is  a  development 
of  the  'brown  girl/white  girl'  visual  and 
runs  through  to  August  taking  in  12  of  the 
top  selling  women's  magazines  from  Just 
Seventeen  to  Vogue,  say  Bergasol. 
Distributed  by  Chefaro  Proprietaries  Ltd, 
Science  Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge 
CB44BH. 

Gallery  shows 


GaDery  Cosmetics  have  launched  two 
ranges  of  Summer  eyeshadow  shades  — 
bright  eyes  and  summer  suprise. 

The  two  new  eight-colour  selections 
are  seasonal  additions  to  the  Ideal  Eyes 
range. 

Bright  eyes  feature  yellow  and  orange 
colours  and  Summer  suprise  includes 


aqua  green  and  bright  pinks  at  £1.75. 

Skin  Essentials  are  a  co-ordinated 
range  comprising  skincare  freshener  and 
toner  (200ml  at  an  introductory  £1.25), 
cleanser  (150ml,  £1.25),  moisturing  lotion 
(100ml,  £1.25),  eye  make-up  remover 
(100ml,  £1.25)  —  all  normally  £2.95  — 
enriched  moisture  day  cream  (50ml, 
£1 .50)  and  enriched  moisture  night  cream 
(50ml,  £1.50)  —  both  normally  £3.95.  The 
company  claims  the  different  heights  of 
the  products  are  more  attractive  in  their 
display  unit.  Gallery  Cosmetics  Ltd,  Haig 
Road,  Parkgate  Industrial  Estate, 
Knutslord,  Cheshire  WA168XN. 


Shulton  double 
up  on  Mandate 


During  the  Summer,  Shulton  are 
repeating  last  year's  Mandate  promotion  to 
encourage  trial  of  the  aftershave  lotion  and 
shower  gel.  With  every  purchase  of  50ml 
Mandate  aftershave  lotion  or  aftershave 
lotion  spray,  there  is  a  free  60ml  shower 
gel  (£4.95).  This  offer  is  available,  while 
stocks  last,  throughout  July  and  August. 
Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Shulton 
House,  Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham, 
Berks  RG112SN. 


Extra  Breeze 
from  Beecham 

Breeze  original  and  Breeze  anti-tobacco 
are  being  promoted  by  twin-packs  at 
bargain-prices. 

Breeze  cartons  —  flashed  "Twin  pack 
...  2  sachets  inside"  —  are  now  available 
to  retail  at  around  68p  each:  the  combined 
price  of  two  single  sachets  is  around  78p, 
say  Beecham  Proprietaries  Toiletries, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTVGr, 
B  B.  .  lei 


npii 


CCentral 

CTV  Channel  Island: 

LWT  London  Weekend  TTV  Th 

C4  Channel  4  Bt  TV-a 


U  Ulster 
GGianada 
AAngha 
TSW  South  Wes 
Tel. 


STV  Scotland 

(central) 

YYorksh.re 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

TVS  South 

TT  TyneTees 


Affairs  in  the 
public  eye 

Schwarzkopf  are  supporting  their  semi- 
permanent hair  colorant  range  —  Affairs 
—  with  a  "buy  one  get  one  free"  offer,  until 
August. 

Until  June  the  offer  is  highlighted  with 
point  of  sale  for  independent  chemists  and 
drugstores,  incorporating  peel-off 
application  forms  to  be  sent  off  by 
customers,  with  a  proof  of  purchase,  for  a 
coupon  worth  £1.29  that  can  be 
exchanged  for  a  free  pack  of  Affairs. 


Throughout  July  and  August  the  same 
offer  is  to  appear  on  pack  for  selected 
accounts,  say  Schwarzkopf. 

Throughout  May  and  June  Affairs  is 
also  being  supported  by  advertising  in 
women's  interest  magazines  including 
Cosmopolitan,  Options,  Vogue  and  Elle. 
Schwarzkopf  say  they  are  planning  further 
promotional  activity  for  their  other 
haircare  brands  throughout  the  Summer. 
Schwarzkopf  Ltd,  California  Estate,  Penn 
Road,  Aylesbury,  Buckinghamshire. 

Thomas  Christy  are  adding  an  aloe  vera 
hand  lotion  (£2.45)  to  their  bodycare 
range. 

The  hand  lotion  is  fragrance  free  and  is 
packaged  in  a  plastic  bottle  in  the  blue  and 
white  livery.  Thomas  Christy  Ltd,  North 
Lane,  Aldershot,  Hants. 


Active  Scholl  s<mdals:C,TSW,TVS,LWT,BT  (all 

areas) 

Alberto  VOS:  All  areas 

Allereze:  A,TSW,TVS,TTV 
Amplex:C,TVS,LWT,TTV,C4,Bt(C,TVS,LWT) 
Anadin  Extra:  All  areas  except  C4,  Bt 

Askit  powder*  GTV ,  STV 

Baby  Wet  Ones:  All  areas  except  C4,Bt 

Benylin  Expectorant:  All  areas 


Benylin  Paediatric:  Y,C 
Carnation  Build-up:  G,Y,A,TVS,TT 
Carnation  foot  care:  G,Y,C,TVS,LWT 
Coppertone:  C4(A,TVS,HTV,TSW,C) 
Cosifits:  Bt  (All  areas) 

Delrosa:  All  areas  except  U, CTV, C4,Bt 

Dixcel:  GTV,B,G,Y,C,TSW,TT,Bt 
Lipcote:  TTV 
Listerine:  All  areas 

Murine:  Bt 
New  Feel  Andrex:  Y,C,HTV 
Nuroien:  All  areas 

Peaudouce  Babyslips:  Bt 
Pond's  cream  &  cocoa  butter  range:  All  areas 
Proflex  tablets:  TT,C4  (TT) 

Revlon  Flex:  All  areas 

Scholl  Fresh  Step  insoles:  All  areas 

Solpadeine:  G 
Sweetex:  All  areas 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Body  Check 
for  men 


Body  Mist  2  is  being  relaunched  as  Body 
Mist  plus  and  a  male  version  —  Body 
Check  plus  —  is  being  added. 

Beecham  are  putting  a  12-week,  £1.5m 
television  campaign  behind  the  launch, 


beginning  in  early  June.  There  is  to  be  a 
separate  commercial  for  the  male  and 
female  products  with  a  common  theme. 

Beecham  describe  the  male  product  as 
distinctly  separate  in  form,  yet  closely 
related  in  style  to  Body  Mist  plus.  Both 
lines  will  be  priced  the  same  as  Body  Mist 
2,  says  the  company. 

Body  Mist  plus  comes  in  four 
fragrances:  dawn  fresh,  wild  fresh,  Spring 
fresh  and  dew  fresh.  The  roll -on  is  now  in  a 
shaped,  "heavy"  crystal  container.  Body 
Check  plus  for  men  comes  in  a  150ml 
aerosol  with  a  red  and  white  design  on  a 
deep  blue  background.  Beecham 
Proprietaries  Toiletries,  Beecham  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
TW8  9BD. 


Three  drops  into 
advertising  pool 

Carter  Wallace  are  putting  a  £0.5m 
advertising  campaign  behind  Pearl  Drops, 
Linco  shampoo  and  Nair  Bikini. 

Pearl  Drops  are  to  appear  on  TV-am 
through  to  mid  July. 

Nair  Bikini  is  to  feature  on  Capital 
Radio  starting  in  June  running  for  two 
months,  and  in  young  women's  magazines. 

Linco  shampoos  are  to  feature  in  mono 
advertisements  in  Hair,  She,  Good 
Housekeeping,  Woman's  Journal, 
Cosmopolitan,  Elle,  Options,  Harpers  & 
Queen  and  Company,  running  from  June 
to  September,  say  Carter  Wallace  Ltd, 
Wear  Bay  Road,  Folkstone,  Kent. 


Perfect  Liner  from  Helena  Rubinstein  is  a 
refillable  eye-liner  pen  with  a  felt  tip.  It  is 
not  as  harsh  as  traditional  liner,  says  the 
company.  It  is  available  in  black,  brown, 
and  aqua  blue  with  two  refill  cartridges 
(£16.50).  A  refill  tip  with  two  cartridges 
retails  at  £9.50.  Perfect  Liner  will  be 
available  from  early  July  say  Helena 
Rubinstein,  Central  Avenue,  West 
Molesey,  Surrey  KT8  ORB 


For  instants  .  •  • 


Eddie  Shah,  Zandra  Rhodes  and  Bob 
Geldof  are  part  of  Polaroid's  £600,000 
advertising  campaign,  running  until  mid- 
July. 


Only  two  camera  types  showed 
increased  sales  for  the  previous  year,  say 
Polaroid:  35mm  compacts,  up  54  per  cent, 
and  instant  picture  cameras,  up  six  per 
cent.  The  advertising  campaign  majors  on 
the  600  series.  It  is  appearing  in  a  variety 
of  national  magazines,  including  Punch, 
the  Economist,  Sunday  Times  Magazine, 
You  magazine,  Ideal  Home  and  Home 
and  Gardens.  Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley 
Road,  St  Albans  Road,  St  Albans,  Herts 
AL1  5PR. 


£lm  behind  push 
for  Sensodyne 

Sensodyne  toothbrushes  will  be  supported 
by  the  biggest  ever  £lm  television 
campaign  this  year  on  ITV,  Channel  4  and 
TVam,  say  Stafford  Miller. 

The  "Physical  Fitness"  commercial  first 
seen  in  1985  will  be  aired  in  all  areas  from 
June  2.  Further  support  will  come  from 
advertising  and  money-off  coupons  on  a 
million  travel  wallets  used  by  travel  agents 
to  distribute  flight  tickets,  and  the  range 
will  be  promoted  to  the  dental  profession 
with  year  round  mailing.  StaHord -Miller 
House,  The  Common,  Hatfield,  Herts 
AL100NZ. 


Shulton  give 
more  Flannel 

Throughout  July  and  August  Shulton  are 
offering  an  introductory  30ml  Grey 
Flannel  eau  de  toilette  at  £6.95.  Boxed  in 
the  classic  Grey  Flannel  style,  the 
products  are  displayed  in  a  12  unit 
merchandiser  with  showcard.  Shulton 
(Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Shulton  House, 
Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham,  Berks. 


New  light  on 
Lumiere  range 

Rochas  are  extending  the  Lumiere 
fragrance  introduced  in  1984,  with  the 
launch  of  a  skincare  and  bath  toiletry 
range  called  Les  7  Caresses  de  Lumiere. 

Each  of  the  seven  products  —  five  for 
the  skin,  two  for  bathing  —  contains  the 
Lumiere  fragrance. 

In  the  line-up  there  is  perfumed  cream 
soap  (200g,  £9.50),  cream  bath  (200ml, 
£14),  spray  deodorant  (100ml,  £11), 
moisturising  body  lotion  (200ml,  £16), 
enriched  body  cream  (200ml,  £28), 
dusting  powder  (100ml,  £18)  and  silkening 
body  oil  (50ml,  £16).  A  presentation 
coffret  containing  all  seven  preparations 
will  retail  at  £120. 

The  company  is  investing  £500,000  in 
an  Autumn  and  Christmas  advertising 
campaign,  using  both  Press  and 
television.  Using  a  three  page  format,  it 
will  appear  in  Winter  issues  of  Vogue, 
Good  Housekeeping  and  Cosmopolitan. 

In  addition  Lumiere  will  feature 
alongside  Rochas'  other  main  fragrances 
in  a  "supplement"  format  of  the  Christmas 
issues  of  the  women's  Press. 

The  television  campaign  will  appear  in 
six  regions  at  peak  viewing  times  and  will 
be  concentrated  in  the  run-up  to 
Christmas.  Rochas  Perfumes  Ltd,  28 
Chase  Road,  London  NW10  6QN. 


During  June  . . . 

During  June,  Numark  are  continuing  their 
retailer  incentive  of  a  free  1986  AA 
Hamlyn  illustrated  road  atlas  of  the  British 
Isles  on  each  six  case  order  of  Numark 
shampoo  and/or  conditioner.  A  Parker 
Rollerball  pen,  worth  £3,  is  free  with  every 
seven  cases  of  assorted  Numark  paper 
products  ordered. 

Also  exclusive  to  Numark  chemists  is  a 
£5  Marks  &  Spencer  voucher  offer  with  10 
dozen  cases  of  Ulay  beauty  care  products. 

Main  lines  on  promotion  include  Blue  IJ  disposables, 
Contour  Plus  cartridges  and  razor;  Cosilits;  Elastoplast  pre-cut 
plasters,  large,  and  dressing  strip;  Lil-lets,  Nivea  sun  cream; 
aitersun  lotion;  sun  milk  and  water  resistant  lotion;  Numark 
shampoo  and  conditioner;  Numark  luxury  soft  toilet  tissue; 
Nusoft  press  on  towels;  Sunsilk  hairspray;  Supersoit  Once 
shampoo  and  conditioner;  Vespre  and  Vosene  shampoo. 

Intermediate  lines  include  Contour  cartridges;  Dr  Whites; 
Dettol,  Durex;  Gil  cartridges,  Libra  panty  liners,  Macleans 
sensitive  toothpaste,  Nusoft  baby  wipes;  Oil  of  Ulay,  Ulay 
beauty  cleanser  and  Night  of  Ulay;  Palmohve  Rapid  Shave; 
Poly  Foam  aerosol  perms  and  Poly  Hi-lights;  Sunsilk  styling 
mousse;  Sweetex  and  Sweetex  granulated 

Family  Care  specials  include  Actal  tablets,  Agua  Ban, 
Cream  E45,  Diocalm,  Dramamine,  Feminax,  FerrogradC; 
lohnsons  dental  floss  and  Dentotape;  KY  jelly;  Murine  eye 
drops;  Numark  paracetamol  tablets;  Nurofen,  Savlon  cream, 
Selsun;  triominic  tablets  and  syrup. 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
BorehamRoad,  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12. 
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Summer-time 

jV\AGIC 

There  is  no  need  for  hay  fever  to  spoil 
the  magic  of  Summer.  Proven  over  many 
years,  Piriton  (Chlorpheniramine  Maleate 
BP)  is  now  available  in  a  new  blister  pack 
of  small,  easy-to-swallow  tablets  for  your 
recommendation. 

Piriton  is  made  by  Allen  &  Hanburys 
and  has  an  established  reputation  for 
effective  therapy,  trusted  by  professionals 
and  remembered  by  name  by  the  public. 

Hay  fever  need  not  spoil  the  magic  of 
Summer. 


©PIRITON 


FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  HAYFEVER,  §SS 
INSECT  BITES  &  SKIN  ALLERGIES 

30  tablets  4mg 


PIRITON 

|_pw  Priced  Professional  HaypeverTreatment 

Allen  &  Hanburys  Limited,  Greenford,  Middlesex  GB6  OHB.  Piriton  is  a  trade  mark. 


RIGHT    ON  PRICE.RI 


THE  WUXONS 
FT)R  OVER 2,000 V\N 

LET  THEM  WOR 


Vantage  are  leading  the  way  yet  again  with  the  biggest  ever  TV  spend  for  the  independent  chemist. 
It's  the  most  powerful  one  too,  featuring  the  Waltons  -  Britain's  most  famous  family  -  who  are  really 
bringing  the  Vantage  name  home  to  the  consumer.  The  commercial  also  highlights  the  successful 
Vantage  own  brand  products,  emphasising  their  value  and  choice. 

The  campaign  portrays  the  Vantage  chemist  as  the  local,  friendly,  family  chemist  that  caters  for  all 
pharmacy  needs  as  well  as  being  a  convenient  place  to  shop.  A  "friendly  chemist"  actor  conveys  the 
/  helpful,  caring  service  that  the  independent  chemist  gives  in  his  role  of  family  advisor  and 
*  pharmacy  specialist. 

The  TV  campaign  runs  in  all  regions  in  the  UK  using  a  well  selected  combination  of  ITV,  Channel  4 
and  TV-AM  spots.  Airtime  majors  on  the  high  spending  "housewife-with-children"  audience,  and  features 
Day-time  on  ITV  and  Night-time  on  Channel  4. 

The  TV-AM  audience  is  rich  in  "Housewives-with-children"  and  reaches  them  in  relevant 
pre-shopping  hours. 

The  TV  campaign  will  deliver  over  57  million  "Housewives-with-children"  impacts  over  two  bursts 
April/June  and  Sept/Oct  giving  support  during  5  of  the  remaining  9  months  of  1986. 

That's  backed  up  with  a  powerful  press  campaign  using  full  page  colour  and  half  page  black  and  white 
ads  in  the  TV  Times  every  month  from  May  to  November.  This  widely  read  publication  reaches  22.4 
million  housewives  with  children  -  your  prime  market. 


ON    YOUR  DOORSTEP 


lRE  working 

lGE  PHARMACISTS 


OR  YOU 


r 


We're  also  promoting  Vantage  own  label  products  with  a 
ecial  on  pack  promotion,  which,  in  turn,  is  helping  Care  - 
:harity  for  mentally  handicapped  people*, 
lere  are  special  Care  stickers  on  selected  Vantage  products 
"rich  Vantage  customers  can  collect  in  order  to  purchase  a  cute 
f  _.  r_  Cheer  Bear™  at  £7.49  (RRP  £9.99). 

*v'   CARE  BEAR  PROMOTION  


Please  send  my  a  copy  of  the  Vantage  Pharmacy  Development  Brochure 

I  would  like  my  Vestic  representative  to  caJI  on  me  and  tell  me  all  about  Vantage 

Name  


Addrev 


U-INn 


1      Return  to  Vantage  Dept.  Vestnc  Ltd,  West  Lane.  Runcorn,  Cheshire  WA7  2PE 


ire. 

ITS 


Also  for  every  Bear  purchased  we're 
contributing  £l  to  the  Care  charity 

And  it  won't  end  there  .  .  .  even  more 
activity  is  planned  for  1987.  So  why  don't 
you  become  a  Vantage  chemist  and  watch 
your  sales  grow. 


"Reg  No  250058 
TM  designates  trademark  of©  1986.  Those  Characters  From 
Cleveland,  Inc.  Vantage  Chemists,  Authorised  User. 


VESTRIC  LTD.  WEST  LANE,  RUNCORN.  CHESHIRE  WA7  2PE 


Line  nappies  better. 


Nusoft  Nappy  Mates  and  Nusoft  Liners 
for  Disposable  Nappies  are  two  new 
products  designed  exclusively  for  indepen 
dent  chemists  to  reap  the 
maximum  benefit  from  the 
expanding  disposable  nappy 
market. 

Nusoft  Nappy  Mates,  ( 
the  first  products  of  their  \( 
kind,  are  absorbent  linin 
pads  that  effectively  extend 
the  life  of  any  toddler-  / 
size  disposable  nappy 
by  up  to  three  hours. 

Ideal  for  travelling 
or  night  times  they  keep: 
babies  happier  for 
longer  and  enable  mothers  to 
make  worthwhile  savings,  whilst  increasing 
your  profit  opportunities. 


Line  pockets  quicker. 


Nusoft  Liners  for  Disposable  Nappies, 
gently  coloured  in  blue  for  ease  of  identifi- 
cation, fit  all  brands  of  disposable  nappies 
perfectly. 

They  are  more  comfortable  and 
cheaper  than  other  forms  of  liners  and,  as 
they  can  be  flushed  down  the  toilet,  they 
are  a  really  hygienic  and  convenient  way 
to  dispose  of  solid  waste. 


NUSOFT 


INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  SI. 15  FOR  20.  CHEMIST  MARK-UP  35%. 


INTRODUCTORY  PRICE  £1.05 
FOR  150.  CHEMIST  MARK-UP  37%. 


FOR  EXTRA  PROFIT  SIMPLY  CONTACT  YOUR  LOCAL  ICML  WHOLESALER  OR  INDEPENDENT  CHEMISTS  MARKETING  LTD, 
51  BOREHAM  ROAD,  WARMINSTER,  WILTS  BA12  9JU.  TELEPHONE:  0985  215555. 
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Added  value 
from  Robinsons 

Robinson's  Baby  Foods  are  featuring 
"added  value"  double  advertisements  in 
their  national  Press  campaign  running 
throughout  1986  as  part  oi  their  £1.4 
million  marketing  programme.  Two 
advertisements  —  one  featuring  the  new 
range  of  baby  juices  and  the  other 
featuring  baby  foods  —  will  offer  free 
samples  to  mothers. 

The  offers,  which  include  a  free  trial 
coupon  for  juices,  a  free  set  of  Robinson's 
"Get  it  right"  feeding  cards  and  two 
sample  sachets  of  the  Baby  Food  1 
savouries,  will  run  in  the  six  baby  annuals 
and  in  Parents,  Mother  and  Mother  and 
Baby  magazines,  monthly  through  to 
November.  They  will  also  feature  in 
Robinson's  own  "Early  days"  magazine  for 
mothers.  Colman's  of  Norwich,  Carrow, 
Norwich  NE1 2DD. 


Combe  plans 

Coombe  International  have  announced 
Summer  television  campaigns  for  Lady 
Grecian  2000  and  Odoreaters  Trainer 
Tamers. 

The  Lady  Grecian  campaign  is  in 
Border,  Granada,  STV,  HTV,  Anglia  and 
Grampian  on  June  2,  London  and  TVS  on 
July  7,  and  TSW  and  Central  on  July  21 . 
Each  regional  campaign  runs  for  between 
five  to  eight  weeks. 

Odoreaters'  campaign  starts  in 
Yorkshire,  TSW,  Ulster  and  Border  on 
June  9,  TVS  on  July  4,  and  London, 
Central,  Granada,  STV,  HTV,  Anglia  and 
Grampian  on  July  21 .  Combe 
International  Ltd,  AMP  House,  Dingwall 
Road,  Croydon,  Surrey  CR92AU. 


Tommee's  best 
bib  and  fucker 

The  new  range  of  Tommee  Tippee  bibs 
have  a  quick-stick  fastening  which  allows 
them  to  be  removed  quickly,  say  makers 
Jackel. 

The  cotton  bibs  have  waterproof 
backing  bonded  to  them,  and  so  the  bibs 
do  not  shrink  when  they  are  washed,  says 
the  company. 

Suitable  for  all  babies,  the  designs  and 
colours  include  parachuting  clowns, 
teddy  bears  holding  balloons  and  circus 
acts.  The  bibs  are  edged  in  a  tricot 
binding  available  in  yellow,  deep  pink  or 
royal  blue,  co-ordinating  with  the  designs. 

The  feeder  bibs  come  in  three  sizes  — 
baby,  medium  and  large,  retailing  at  85p, 
£1.09  and  £1.29,  respectively.  The  large 
feeder  has  a  shaped  waist  to  allow  freedom 
of  movement  for  baby's  arms.  For  added 
protection,  the  range  also  includes  a 
feeder  (£2.25)  with  sleeves  in  colourways 
which  match  the  bindings.  Jackel 
International  Ltd,  Kitty  Brewster  Estate, 
Blyth,  Northumberland NE24  4RG. 


Senselle  goes 
to  Press 

Senselle  is  being  nationally  advertised  in 
women's  Press  with  a  £250,000  campaign. 

Single  page  colour  advertisements  are 
featured  in  Cosmopolitan,  Woman's  Own, 
Living  and  She  until  September.  The 
advertisements  will  offer  consumers  the 
opportunity  to  send  for  free  samples  and 
product  information  from  the  Senselle 
Advisory  Bureau.  LRC Products  Ltd, 
North  Circular  Road,  Chingiord,  London. 


A  new  passport 

Unichem's  next  Passport  to  Riches 
promotion  runs  from  June  2  to  June  30. 

Products  featured  are  Ambre  Solaire,  Brut;  Careiree  Parity 
Shields,  Dettol;  Dextrosol,  Gillette  Blue  II  —  Contour  —  Gil; 
Kotex  Simplicity,  Mangold  gloves;  Nice  'N'  Easy;  Nivea, 
Optrex;  Robinsons  Barley  Waters  and  health  dnnk;  Silkience 
shampoo,  Soft  &  Gentle,  SunsiUc  hairspray,  Topol  smokers 
toothpohsh,  Vosene. 

The  profit  power  promotion  includes  the  following 
proudcts:  Alberto  Balsam  conditioner  —  deep  conditioner  — 
shampoo,  Ayds  shmmings  cubes;  Baby  Ribena,  Babysafe 
sterilising  tablets,  Beach  Blonde;  Bisodol;  BUsteze,  Build-up; 
Camay,  Chupa  Chups  lollipops;  Cymalon,  Dentinox,  Dentyne 
chewing  gum;  Diocalm,  Dr.  Whites  Parity  Pads,  Erasmic, 
Freestyle  hairspray;  Gillette  Contour  Plus;  Henara  treatment 
wax  and  Henna  Gloss  shampoo,  Hermesetas,  Imperial  Leather, 
Jungle  Formula  insect  repellent,  Kotex  Brevia  and  Stowaways, 
Kwelis,  Look  Blonde;  Megazones;  Body  Check  for  men,  Body 
Mist  Plus,  Delrosa  concentrated  fruit  juice,  New  Era 
Combination  'H',  Nurofen,  Odour  Eaters,  Palmohve  foam  bath, 
Rapid  Shave,  shampoo,  shave  foams,  shaving  sticks  and  shower 
foam,  Pennywise  towels,  Preparation  H;  Pro  Plus;  Radox, 
Revlon  Flex,  Rmstead  gel  and  pastilles,  Robinsons  original 
high  juice  squash,  Scholl,  Sensodyne,  Shoo  insect  repellent, 
Silkience  conditioner,  Solarcame,  Sunsilk  shampoo  and  styling 
mousse;  Ten-O-Six,  Tnommic;  V05  styling  gel,  Hot  Oil,  Hot 
Protein  and  styling  mousse,  Wella  Balsam  conditioner  and 
shampoo;  Zest. 

Sundries  available  include:  Addis  combs,  Cannon 
Babysafe,  CUppa  Safe,  cosmetic  bags  and  holdalls,  Dylon, 
Flicker  razor,  Guard  Socks,  Maws  Axicare,  Newtons 
chiropodist  sponge,  Oral  B  toothbrushes;  Red  Kooga  — 
Grangewood,  Sparklet  bulbs  and  syphons,  Thermos  composite 
pack,  Tommee  Tippee,  Wisdom  toothbrushes 

Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessington,  Surrey. 


What  a  relief! 
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Powerful  Pain  Relief  of  Migraine,  Headache, 
Muscular  Pain,  Dental  Pain,  Period  Pain, 
Feverishness,  Colds  and  'Flu 


Full  information  on  request  Luitpold  Werk,  Medical  &  Scientific  Ottice  in  U  K  , 

Hayes  Gate  House,  27  Uxbndge  Road,  Hayes,  Middlesex  UB4  0JN  Telephone  01  561  8774 
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.  .  .  Rug  Patrol! 

In  our  2  test  campaigns,  we  really  sent  fleas  packing. 
And  now  we're  going  National  —  so  be  prepared! 

•  £750,000  on  Television. 

•  T.V.  Times  and  Women's  magazine  colour 
advertising. 

•  High  impact  packaging. 

•  A  well  researched  successful  product. 

Rug  Patrol  was  well  received  as  an  easy  to  use 
"shake  on  and  vacuum  up"  Insecticidal  carpet  freshener. 
So  stay  one  jump  ahead  of  demand  and  stock  up  now. 

Take  control  with  Rug  Patrol. 

For  further  details  contact:  A.  H.  Robins,  Consumer  Products  Division, 
Langhurstwood,  Horsham,  West  Sussex.  Tel:  0403  60361 


Kills  pets'  fleas  and  their  eggs 
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PRESCRIPTION 


SPECIALITIES: 


Suprefact  inj  and 
nasal  spray 

Manufacturer  Hoechst  UK  Ltd,  Hoechst 
House,  Salisbury  Road,  Hounslow,  Middx 
TW4  6JH 

Description  Injection  contains  lmg 
buserelin  as  1.05mg  buserelin  acetate  in 
lml  aqueous  solution  with  benzyl  alcohol 
as  preservative.  Nasal  spray  contains  100 
micrograms  buserelin  as  buserelin  acetate 
in  one  spray  dose  (lOOmg)  of  aqueous 
solution  with  benzyl  alcohol  as 
preservative. 

Uses  Treatment  of  advanced  prostatic 
carcinoma  in  which  suppression  of 
testosterone  is  indicated.  Buserelin  acts  by 
blockade  and  subsequent  down-regulation 
of  pituitary  LHRH  receptor  synthesis. 
Gonadotrophin  release  is  subsequently 
inhibited,  leading  to  reduced  stimulation 
of  testosterone  secretion  and  serum  levels 
fall  to  the  castration  range.  Before 
inhibition,  levels  may  rise  during  a  brief 
stimulatory  phase. 
Dosage  Initiation  (conveniently  in 
hospital):  0.5ml  Suprefact  injection 
subcutaneously  at  eight-hourly  intervals 
for  seven  days.  Maintenance.  Patient 
changed  on  day  eight  to  intranasal 
administration.  One  spray  dose  into  each 
nostril  six  times  a  day:  dose  one  before 
breakfast;  dose  two  after  breakfast;  doses 
three  and  four  before  and  after  midday 
meal;  doses  five  and  six  before  and  after 
evening  meal. 

Contraindications  Should  not  be  used  if 
tumour  insensitive  to  hormone 
manipulation.  Castration.  Hypersensitivity 
to  benzyl  alcohol  or  buserelin 
Warnings  Disease  flare  has  been  reported 
at  the  beginning  of  treatment  in  around  10 
per  cent  of  patients.  Symptoms  usually  a 
transient  increase  in  pain.  Neurological 
sequelae  reported  where  secondary 
deposits  press  on  spinal  cord  or  CNS. 
Disease  flare  prevented  by  prophylactic 
use  of  an  anti-androgen  eg  cyproterone 
acetate  300mg  daily,  commencing  at  least 
three  days  before  buserelin  therapy  and 
continuing  for  three  weeks  after  initiation. 
If  testosterone  levels  do  not  reach  the 
therapeutic  range  within  four  weeks  dose 
schedule  should  be  checked  to  ensure 
compliance,  prior  to  alternative  therapy. 
Side  effects  Those  consequent  on  the 
suppression  of  testosterone  —  hot  flushes 
and  loss  of  potency  and  libido  —  occur  in 
most  patients.  Rare  transient  nasal 
irritation  has  been  reported 
Further  information  Therapeutic  effect 
can  only  be  achieved  if  dosage 
conscientiously  adhered  to.  Suprefact 
nasal  is  absorbed  even  if  patient  has  a  cold 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 


Packs  Injection  Box  of  two  5.5ml  multidose 
vials  each  containing  buserelin  acetate 
equivalent  to  lmg  buserelin  per  ml 
(£30.37).  Nasal  spray  Box  of  four  bottles 
each  containing  lOg  solution,  and  four 
spray  pumps  (£99.92  both  prices  trade) 
Product  Licences  Injection  0086/0101 
Spray  0086/0102 
Issued  May  1986 


Algicon  tablets 
and  suspension 

Manufacturer  Rorer  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
St  Leonards  House,  St  Leonards  Road, 
Eastbourne,  East  Sussex  BN21  3YG 
Description  Chewable  tablets  containing 
magnesium  alginate  500mg,  aluminium 
hydroxide/magnesium  carbonate  co-gel 
360mg,  magnesium  carbonate  320mg  and 
potassium  bicarbonate  lOOmg. 
Suspension:  5ml  contains  magnesium 
alginate  250mg,  aluminium 
hydroxide/magnesium  carbonate  co-gel 
140mg,  magnesium  carbonate  125mg  and 
potassium  bicarbonate  50mg 
Uses  Antacid  therapy,  combining  alginate 
barrier  with  high  acid  neutralising 
capacity 

Dosage  Tablets  One  to  two  four  times  a 
day  after  meals  and  at  night.  Suspension 
10  to  20mls  four  times  a  day  after  meals 
and  at  night 

Contraindications,  warnings  etc  As  for 

ingredients 

Supply  restrictions  Pharmacy  only 
Packs  60  tablets  (£2.60)  and  500ml 
suspension  (£2.88  both  prices  trade) 
Product  Licences  Tablets  0339/0020 
Suspension  0339/0024 
Issued  May  1986 
Availability  From  May  27 

Metramid  tabs 


Manufacturer  Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd, 
PO  Box  17,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough  SL1 
4AU 

Description  White,  round,  flat,  bevel - 
edged  tablets,  engraved  "Metramid"  on 
one  side  and  with  a  breakline  and  two 
triangular  logos  on  the  other,  containing 
metoclopramide  hydrochloride  BP 
equivalent  to  lOmg  of  the  anhydrous 
substance 

Uses  As  for  other  metoclopramide 
preparations 

Dosage,  contraindications,  warnings 

etc  As  for  other  metoclopramide 
preparations 

Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 
Packs  Containers  of  100  tablets  (£5.13) 
Product  Licence  0188/0070 
Issued  May  1986 


BRIEFS 


A  200-dose  Pulmicort  refill  canister  is 

being  introduced  by  Astra 
Pharmaceuticals.  The  new  size  (£16  trade) 
will  be  supplied  to  wholesalers  from  lune 
2,  and  will  replace  the  100-dose  version  in 
the  community.  Astra  say  the  100-dose 
canister  will  remain  reimbursable,  but  will 
in  future  only  be  supplied  to  hospitals, 
where  it  will  be  clearly  marked  "Hospital 
pack".  There  are  no  changes  to  the  other 
Pulmicort  presentations.  Astra 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Home  Park  Estate, 
King's  Langley,  Herts  WD4  8DH. 

CP  Pharmaceuticals  have  added 
atenolol  tablets  to  their  generic  range. 
The  tablets,  which  are  packed  in  28s,  come 
in  two  strengths  —  50mg  (£5)  and  lOOmg 
(£6.85  both  prices  trade).  CP 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Bed  Willow  Road, 
Wrexham  Industrial  Estate,  Wrexham, 
Clwyd  LL13  9PX. 

Carmoisine  replaces  amaranth: 

Carmoisine  is  replacing  amaranth  dye  in 
Epanutm  suspension  (starting  with  batch 
6C302)  and  Zarontin  syrup  (batch  6D315). 
Both  products  may  show  a  slight  colour 
change.  The  substitution  is  in  line  with 
current  practice  and  EEC  regulations,  say 
suppliers  Parke-Davis  Research 
Laboratories.  At  the  same  time  bottles 
containing  the  two  products  will  be  fitted 
with  tamper  evident  seals,  say  Parke-Davis 
Research  Laboratories,  Mitchell  House, 
Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hampshire 
S055RY. 

Parke-Davis  intend  to  discontinue 
Tedxal  SA  tablets  towards  the  end  of  June, 
because  of  the  number  of  theophylline 
products  available,  and  the  trend  away 
from  the  use  of  slow-release  presentations. 
Parke -Davis  Research  Laboratories, 
Mitchell  House,  Southampton  Road, 
Eastleigh,  Hants  SOS  5RY. 

Colodress  one  piece  pouches  are  now 

available  in  a  clear  version  as  well  as  the 
opaque  form  already  marketed.  Squibb 
Surgicare  say  the  clear  pouches  have  the 
same  benefits,  and  are  aimed  at  those 
patients  who  may  have  difficulty  in  siting 
an  opaque  pouch,  or  for  use  in  hospital 
where  a  clear  pouch  is  preferable.  Squibb 
Surgicare  Ltd,  Squibb  House,  141  Staines 
Road,  Hounslow  TW33JA. 

The  descriptions  of  Unisept  and  Tisept 

sent  to  C&D  and  published  in  our  May  10 
issue  (p928)  were  inadvertently 
transposed.  Unisept  sachets  contain 
chlorhexidine  gluconate  0.05  per  cent; 
Tisept  contain  chlorhexidine  gluconate 
0.015  per  cent  plus  cetrimide  0.15  per 
cent.  The  right  prices  were  attributed  to 
the  products.  Sobering  Chemicals  Ltd, 
Burgess  Hill,  West  Sussex  BH1S  9NE. 
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s  ::i  AN'  :h  representatives  meeting: 


Advance  warning  wanted 
before  new  pharmacies  open 


Representatives  of  the 
Society's  branches  last  week 
so  1 1  g  hi  ad  v  a  n  ce  w  ami  i  ig  of 
ne  w  pharmaci<  is, « ;;  eplored 
parallel  imports  and 

condeif  nu^i  fh,. , »» irrvnariUon  cot 

Kp:i,iv:;iu«i:  cp°<  n  ips  Ln  |  harmacy. 

Representatives  agreed  that  the  secretary 
and  registrar  should  publish  applications 
for  new  pharmacy  premises  before 
registration,  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal. 

John  Peattie  from  West  Metropolitan 
Branch,  proposing  the  motion,  said  if 
anyone  wanted  to  alter  something  next  to 
his  home  he  would  have  to  apply  for 
planning  permission.  And  that  application 
would  be  made  public  before  permission 
could  be  granted.  Mr  Peattie  said  he 
wanted  the  same  protection  for  pharmacy 
premises.  He  was  not  asking  for  an 
opportunity  to  oppose  the  opening  of  a 
pharmacy  and  he  would  not  wish 
leapf roggers  to  be  excluded  from  being 
notified  of  another  intending  leapfrogger, 
he  said.  Mr  Peattie  commented  that  we  are 
told  that  anything  nice  was  usually  illegal, 
immoral  or  fattening:  "The  Council 
obviously  think  the  motion  is  nice  because 
they  tell  us  it's  illegal."  Mr  Peattie  was 
referring  to  a  Council  statement  that 
publication  of  such  information  would 
constitute  a  criminal  offence  under 
Section  118  of  the  Medicines  Act  1968.  Mr 
Peattie  guestioned  that:  clause  118  of  the 
Act  says  that  disclosure  of  such 
information  is  illegal  unless  the  disclosure 
was  made  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
he  said.  "And  looking  in  the 


Pharmaceutical  Society's  Calendar  we  see 
that  the  duties  of  the  Law  Committee 
include  dealing  with  the  Society's  statutory 
responsibilities  and  all  matters  connected 
there  with.  Therefore,  it  would  not 
necessarily  be  right  out  of  order  for  the 
duties  of  the  person  who  was  handling  that 
to  incorporate  the  notification  we  are 
asking  for." 

There  may  be  another  way  around  the 
problem  when  the  new  contract  comes  into 
force,  Mr  Peattie  said.  Some  applications 
for  an  NHS  contract  under  the  new  rules 
may  have  to  go  before  a  committee.  Mr 
Peattie  thought  may  be  that  application 
could  be  published. 

Mr  John  Thorpe,  West  Metropolitan, 
seconding  the  motion  echoed  Mr  Peattie's 
thoughts  and  said  that  perhaps  the  Law 
Committee  should  reconsider  the  matter. 
He  urged  representatives  to  support  the 
motion  even  though  it  had  been 
pronounced  illegal  by  Council.  After  the 
vote  to  carry  the  motion  Society  president, 
Dr  Geoff  Booth,  chairing  the  meeting, 
admitted  that  it  may  be  difficult  to  do 
anything  about  this  particular  motion  but 
said  "we  shall  have  to  try  to  do  something 
about  it.  Putting  the  Council  in  a  difficult 
position  is  the  name  of  the  game." 

The  meeting  showed  overwhelming 
support  for  a  motion  regretting  the 
formation  of  splinter  groups  within 
pharmacy.  Proposing  on  behalf  of  West 
Herts,  Mrs  Rebecca  Neal  said  the  Branch 
did  not  object  to  the  well  established 
special  interest  groups  such  as  those  for 
"ag  and  vet"  or  industrial  pharmacists,  but 
to  the  more  recent  groups  which  seemed 
to  be  formed  only  to  further  the 
commercial  and  political  aspirations  of 
their  leaders.  Such  groups  divided  the 


"The  Society  should  publish 
applications  for  new  pharmacy 
premises,  before  registration." 
John  Peattie,  West  Metropolitan 


membership  and  did  not  help  pharmacy's 
cause  by  publicly  insulting  the  elected 
representatives  of  established 
pharmaceutical  organisations. 

Public  wrangling  reduced  credibility 
among  other  professions  and  undermined 
the  Society's  authority.  "There  are  proper 
channels  for  our  protests,"  she  added. 
People  who  felt  they  were  a  minority  whose 
voice  could  not  be  heard  should  become 
involved  in  local  branches  and  "shout  a  bit 
louder"  until  they  were  heard,  she 
suggested. 

No-one  spoke  against  the  motion, 
which  also  asked  Council  not  to  provide 
such  groups  with  financial  help  or  special 
concessions. 

Representatives  agreed  that  the  supply 
of  parallel  imported  drugs  on  prescription 
was  deplorable  and  unethical  and  that  the 
Council  should  be  urged  to  refer  instances 
which  it  regards  as  blatant  bad  practice  for 
consideration  by  the  Statutory  Committee. 

Dr  Ian  Jones,  Halifax,  proposing  the 
motion,  noted  that  Council  now  regards 


The  top  table  (left  to  right):  Bob  Timson,  Science  Committee  chairman,  Henry  Howarth,  treasurer,  Douglas  Davidson, 
Law  Committee  chairman,  Bernard  Silverman,  vice-president,  Goeff  Booth,  president,  John  Ferguson,  secretary  and 
registrar,  Colin  Hitchings,  Education  Committee  chairman,  Graham  Walker,  Ethics  Committee  chairman,  Linda 

Stone,  Organisation  Committee  chairman 
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the  issuing  of  unlicensed  Pis  as 
unprofessional  conduct,  but,  said  Dr 
Jones,  "it  is  the  view  of  the  Halifax  Branch 
that  because  a  parallel  import  is  licensed 
under  the  PL(PI)  proposals  does  not  mean 
that  unprofessional  conduct  cannot  occur 
if  it  is  supplied  to  the  public."  The  Branch 
argues  that  "the  supply  of  any  parallel 
import  whether  licensed  or  not  is  unethical 
in  principle  as  the  products  are  intended 
for  a  market  place  other  than  the  UK  and 
that  the  sole  motivation  for  supply  is  desire 
for  financial  reward  above  and  beyond 
that  to  which  the  supplier  is  entitled." 

And  because  the  Halifax  Branch 
believes  that  pharmacists  who  chose  not  to 
supply  parallel  imports  should  not  be 
subjected  to  discount  clawback  of  profits  it 
proposed  that  the  Society  keep  a  register 
of  pharmacists  who  declare  that  they  will 
not  supply  Pis  on  NHS  prescription.  The 
motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

Another  motion  on  parallel  imports 
deplored  the  Government's  policy  of 
allowing  PL(PI)s  to  be  used  as  a  device  to 
reduce  NHS  drug  costs.  Mr  R.D.  Dudley, 
Somerset,  said  that  if  the  Department  had 
"nipped  the  problem  in  the  bud"  at  an 
early  stage,  parallel  importing  would  not 
have  reached  the  scale  it  had  today.  He 
denounced  the  way  the  Department  had 
adopted  a  position  of  "creative  silence" 
and  had  used  PL(PI)s  as  a  "back  door 
method"  of  forcing  drug  prices  down.  The 
motion  was  carried. 

The  meeting  agreed  without  discussion 
that  "the  supply  of  medicines  by 
dispensing  doctors  should  be  subjected  to 
a  drug  testing  scheme."  Mrs  Rebecca  Neal 
proposing  the  motion  for  the  West 
Hertfordshire  Branch,  explained  that  her 
Branch  felt  that  this  was  the  most  important 
area  of  the  rural  dispensing  problem 
because  it  affected  patients.  "If  we  must 
accept  that  in  the  remotest  areas 


Over  150  delegates  attended  the  meeting 
at  the  Society's  headquarters  last  week. 
Only  seven  of  the  70  branches  were  not 
represented 

dispensing  doctors  do  provide  an  essential 
service,  this  does  not  mean  that  their 
patients  cannot  expect  to  have  their 
medicines  supplied  to  them  in  the  same 
condition  as  if  they  had  taken  their 
prescription  to  a  pharmacy." 

The  representatives  agreed  that 
community  and  hospital  pharmacists 
should  be  actively  and  financially 
encouraged  to  make  adequate  provision  in 
their  pharmacies  for  confidential  patient 
counselling.  Dr  John  Pickett,  proposing 
the  motion  for  the  Brighton  Branch,  said 
that  many  people  were  put  off  consulting 


"Just  because  a  parallel  import  is 
licensed  under  the  PL(PI)  proposals 
does  not  mean  that  unprofessional 
conduct  cannot  occur  if  it  is 
supplied  to  the  public." 
Ian  Jones,  Halifax 


their  pharmacist  because  there  was  not  an 
area  in  the  pharmacy  which  would  afford 
some  privacy.  Whatever  shape  or  form  the 
consulting  booth  took  it  should  be 
constructed  so  as  to  muffle  conversation, 
he  suggested. 

Roger  Odd,  Hull,  thought  the  idea  of  a 
consultation  booth  was  practically 
impossible  for  many  pharmacies  because 
space  was  so  often  at  a  premium.  In 
addition  the  cost  may  well  be  prohibitive. 
Surely,  he  argued,  pharmacists  could 
sense  when  a  customer  had  a  sensitive 
problem  to  discuss  and  invite  them  to  a 
quieter  area  of  the  shop.  Mr  Odd  said  he 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  turning  the 
pharmacy  into  something  resembling  a 
DHSS  interview  room  or  prison  visiting 
area. 

Two  delegates  said  that  the  motion 
conjured  up  a  vision  of  a  church 
confessional  in  the  corner  of  the 
pharmacy. 

The  meeting  agreed  that  the 
Pharmacuetical  Society  should  instigate 
some  form  of  compulsory  re-training 
before  allowing  restoration  to  the  Register 
of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

Supporting  the  motion  Mike  Burden, 
Leicestershire,  told  the  meeting  of  a 
pharmacist  who  had  allowed  his 
membership  to  lapse  whilst  teaching 
chemistry.  He  then  decided  to  re-register 
and  duly  did  upon  payment  of  the 
appropriate  fee.  However,  said  Mr 
Burden,  he  had  little  or  no  knowledge  of 
the  developments  in  pharmacy  such  as 
recently  introduced  drugs,  Nuffield  and 
changes  in  legislation. 

David  Henry,  Shepway  and  Dover, 
was  not  sure  if  the  motion  could  achieve 
what  it  set  out  to  do  since  he  argued  that 
there  were  many  people  on  the  register 
who  did  not  practise  pharmacy.  And  he 
claimed  there  weia  many  people  not  on 
the  register  who  were  more  up  to  date  than 
some  registered  pharmacists. 

Mr  Henry  said  that  what  was  needed 
was  a  test  of  skill  in  service  and  that  would 
ensure  only  competent  pharmacists 
remained  on  the  Register. 

Kay  Roberts,  Harrow  and  Hilhngdon, 
said  that  pharmacists  coming  back  into 
practice  after  five  or  six  years  away  would 
probably  appreciate  some  re-training  to 
help  them  to  come  back  with  confidence. 

A  motion  from  Northumbria  calling  for 
the  Society  to  press  for  extension  of  the 
Essential  Small  Pharmacies  Scheme  was 
carried.  The  proposers  believed  there  was 
need  to  protect  some  smaller  urban 
pharmacies,  at  present  disqualified  by  the 
2km  rule  and  which  would  still  be 
vulnerable  under  the  new  contract. 

The  problems  confronting  the  hospital 
service  led  to  unanimous  support  for  a 

continued  on  pl056 
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motion  that  Council  should  continue  to 
work  vigorously  to  reverse  the  marked 
deterioration  in  hospital  pharmacists' 
salaries  over  the  past  10  years.  Proposing, 
Andrew  Diamond,  South  East 
Metropolitan,  said  hospital  pharmacy  was 
finding  it  impossible  to  recruit  staff.  Grade 
1  pharmacists  were  leaving  because  they 
could  earn  £5,000  a  year  more  in  retail  for 
similar  hours  and  responsibilities.  Chris 
Acomb,  Bradford,  said  the  situation  was  so 
bad  that  staff  grades  were  also  leaving, 
which  meant  a  loss  of  experienced 
pharmacists.  Bill  Brookes,  South 
Cheshire,  said  staff  shortages  were 
preventing  the  development  and 
expansion  of  necessary  services  and  the 
profession  was  going  back  on  advances 
made  since  Noel  Hall. 

Wirral  proposed  that  the  Society 
should  take  steps  to  encourage  GPs' 
receptionists  to  undergo  a  training  course 
before  being  allowed  to  write  anything 
other  than  a  name  and  address  on  a 
prescription.  Geoffrey  Dale  said  there 
were  some  incompetent,  untrained  and 
uncaring  receptionists  who  caused  untold 
misery  to  patients  and  were  a  burden  to 
pharmacists  because  they  wrote  illegible, 
incorrect  and  potentially  lethal 
prescriptions.  He  thought  a  formal 
training  course  was  needed  to  ensure  they 
wrote  full,  accurate  information  on 
prescriptions. 

A  number  of  speakers  opposed  the 
motion  because  they  thought  it  would 
encourage  more  receptionists  to  write 
prescriptions.  Mr  Dale  agreed  that,  in  an 
ideal  world,  only  doctors  should  write 
prescriptions  but  there  was  nothing  to  stop 
receptionists  and  it  was  better  if  they  did  it 
correctly.  A  pilot  scheme  on  the  Wirral,  in 
which  pharmacists  had  given  talks  to 
receptionists,  had  greatly  improved 
standards.  The  motion  was  lost. 

East  Metropolitan  and  Chelmsford 
jointly  urged  the  Society  to  press  for  a 
uniform  appearance  for  all  generic 
products  containing  the  same  drug  and 
dosage.  Martin  Silver,  East  Metropolitan, 
said  some  products  containing  the  same 
ingredients  looked  so  different  that  it  took 
remarkable  powers  of  persuasion  to 
convince  a  patient  that  a  product  was  the 
same  as  one  supplied  elsewhere.  Any 
confrontation  caused  loss  of  confidence  to 
the  patient  and  embarassment  to  the 
pharmacist.  The  motion  was  carried. 

Vice-president  Bernard  Silverman  told 
the  meeting  that  Council  had  already 
approached  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  about  the 
need  to  standardise  generics 
and  a  meeting  was  j 
arranged.  There  was  much  Jj 
debate  over  a  proposal  3s 
that  the  Society's 


president,  vice-president  and  treasurer 
should  be  elected  by  the  membership  as  a 
whole,  not  just  by  Council.  Andrew 
Diamond,  South  East  Metropolitan,  said  so 
many  challenges  faced  the  profession  that 
all  35,000  members  must  have  complete 
confidence  in  their  leaders,  who  should 
not  be  appointed  just  because  it  was  their 
turn. 

Roger  Odd,  Hull,  strongly  opposed  the 
motion,  believing  that  such  an  election 
would  be  cumbersome  and  unnecessary. 
He  wondered  how  many  would  bother  to 
vote.  The  membership  relied  on  their 
elected  Council  to  select  wisely  and,  on 
the  whole,  those  chosen  had  done  an 
effective  job. 

Roger  Evans,  Cornish,  and  John 
Pickett,  Brighton,  pointed  out  that  Council 
members  knew  each  other  best  and  were 
best  suited  to  choose  those  most 
competent.  The  motion  was  heavily 
defeated. 

Other  motions  carried  included: 

□  The  Society  should  maintain  a  register 
of  companies  and/or  bodies  able  to 
dispose  safely  of  toxic  chemicals. 

□  Council  should  continue  to  pursue  the 
possibility  of  involving  community 
pharmacists  in  adverse  drug  reaction 
reporting. 

Q  Council  should  lift  its  restriction  on 
candidates  for  Council  using  the 
pharmaceutical  Press  during  elections. 
Q  The  Society  and  Council  should  be 

"It  does  not  help  our  cause  if  leaders 

of  new  splinter  groups  publicly 
insult  the  elected  representatives  of 
our  established  pharmaceutical 
organisations." 
Rebecca  Neal,  West  Herts 


seen  to  act  on  one  of  its  Chartered  objects 
in  that  it  should  be  prepared  to  support  its 
members'  interests. 

□  The  Society  should  promote  the 
responsible  use  of  medicines  by  a  closer 
liaison  with  other  caring  bodies  (eg  the 
British  Diabetic  Association,  Cystic 
Fibrosis  Association),  which  should  be 
requested  to  promote  matters  of  mutual 
and  public  interest  through  their 
newsletters  and  meetings. 

□  Council  should  press  for  the 
introduction  of  regulations  under  section 
66  of  the  Medicines  Act  1986  to  enable  the 
Society  to  control  the  environmental 
conditions  under  which  medicines  are 
dispensed  and  supplied  at  pharmacies. 
Q  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  must 
ensure  that  the  PSNC  and  Government 
recognise  that  the  Society  is  the  only  body 
that  can  properly  determine  standards  of 
professional  practice  and  ensure 
compliance  with  these  standards. 

Q  Council  should  encourage  the 
committees  so  empowered  under  section  4 
of  the  Medicines  Act  1968  to  consider  and 
publish  the  mechanisms  by  which 
medicines  for  minor  ailments  may  be 
moved  from  the  Prescription  Only 
Medicine  list  to  "Pharmacy  sale." 
Q  The  membership  card  should  be 
improved  in  quality. 

□  The  Society  should  initiate  a  process 
whereby  a  register  of  qualified  pharmacy 
technicians  should  be  set  up  and 
maintained  by  the  Society. 

□  The  Council  should  state  its  opposition 
to  the  television  advertising  of  Pharmacy 
medicines  and  work  for  the  abolition  of 
such  advertising. 

□  The  Society  should  encourage 
preregistration  employers  to  provide 
graduates  with  work  experience  in  another 
branch  of  pharmacy  from  their  own  during 
the  preregistration  year. 

□  The  Society  should  monitor  and 
improve  the  standard  of  training  given  to 
both  preregistration  graduates  and  tutors. 

□  The  Society  should  expedite  full 
computerisation  of  the  library  facilities  at 
Lambeth  so  that  services  to  individual 
members  can  be  improved  and  extended. 

□  Council  should  make  arrangements  for 
members  to  pay  their  membership  fees  by 

direct  debit  if  they  so  desire. 
&    n  With  the  increasing  amount  of 
original  pack  dispensing,  manufact 
urers  should  provide  a  suitable 
space  on  the  package  for  dispen 
sing  labels,  not  later  than 
January  1,  1987. 
□  The  Society  should 
approach  the  Health  Coun 
cil  requesting  that  com 
munity  pharmacies 
continue  to  be  involved 
in  "no  smoking"  days. 
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For  the  best  selling,  best  tasting 
baby  foods,  we  colled  in  the  experts. 


"Little  Experts"  know  what  they  like 

They're  only  babies,  but  they're  experts  on  what  tastes 
good.  They  haven't  learned  to  talk  yet,  but  they  can  say  "yes" 
or  "no"  very  convincingly  at  mealtimes.  Taste  after  taste  the 
"Little  Experts"  vote  Milupa  their  number  one  favourite. 


V 


That's  why  Milupa  Babyfoods  are  best  sellers 

Brand  leader  in  Independent  Chemists,  Boots  and  the 

total  dried  babyfood  market.  [Independent  Research  Data  22  2.86) 

Biggest  ever  promotional  campaign 

This  year  we  are  launching  our  biggest  and  best-ever 
campaign: 

#  £2  million  spend  on  advertising  and  promotion. 
"Little  Experts"  will  be  featured  in  all  the  big  magazines 
-  Woman,  Woman's  Weekly,  Woman's  Realm,  Good 
Housekeeping,  Living,  Family  Circle,  Mother,  Mother  & 
Baby,  Parents  plus  Trade  and  Paramedic  press. 

#  3  million  free  samples  for  "Little  Experts"  to  try. 

#  4  million  lOp-off  coupons  for  mothers. 
"Little  Experts"  mean  big  profits 

It's  Milupa's  biggest  promotion  ever.  Make  sure  you 
can  meet  the  extra  demand.  The  "Little  Experts"  advise  you  to 
stock  up  in  a  big  way,  right  away. 


milupa 

Milupa  babyfoods.  The  one 
taste  little  experts  agree  on. 


Stock  the  best  selling  babyfoods 
little  experts  agree  on. 


Please  tell  me  more  about  Milupa  best  selling  babyfoods 
I'd  like  a  representative  to  visit  me  | 
to  telephone  meQ 

Name  


Address. 


Postcode . 


Tel. 


Return  to:  Mr  Graham  Ford,  General  Sales  Manager, 

Milupa  Ltd,  FREEPOST  UX41,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex 

UB10  9BR  (no  stamp  needed).  c  &  D/24 /5  I 


Milupa  Limited,  Milupa  House,  Hercies  Road,  Hillingdon,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex  UB10  9NA.  Telephone:  Uxbridge  (0895)  72121 


Kingswood  go  for  100-plus 
own-label  range... 

Research-led  innovation  seems  to  be  the  key  to  advancement 
of  Kingswood  Chemists'  ethos  "Quality  and  service  at  an 
affordable  price",  culminating  in  the  simultaneous  launch  this 

ik-     an  I  il  I  -product  own  label  range  In  all  its  92 
pharmacies. 


Founded  some  30  years  ago,  and  part  of 
Booker  Health  Product  Division  since 
1970,  the  group  is  in  the  middle  of  a 
redevelopment  programme  instigated  two 
years  ago  by  chairman  and  chief 
executive  Philip  Gee.  To  date  34 
pharmacies  have  been  refitted  in  the  new 
Kingswood  livery,  a  further  25  should  be 
complete  by  the  year  end  and  the 
programme  finished  by  December  '87. 

The  plan  has  been  to  open  up  both  the 
shop  and  dispensary  area  making  both 
product  and  pharmacist  more  accessible. 
Proof  of  success  is  that  research  shows 
customers  believe  the  Kingswood  range 
has  been  extended,  even  though  around 
700-800  lines  have  been  taken  off  the 
inventory.  Clear  aisles,  clear  signposting 
of  product  areas,  and  good  merchandising 
within  the  six  Kingswood  market  boxes  — 
pharmacy/dispensary;  baby;  toiletry; 
healthy  foods;  pamper;  photographic  and 
chemist  —  have  led  to  an  average  25-30 
per  cent  up-turn  in  counter  turnover  and  a 
reinforcement  of  the  Kingswood  belief  that 
each  branch  is  a  local  chemist  and  not  part 
of  a  chain. 

Market  research  shows  that  the  top 
three  rated  facets  of  Kingswood  shopping 
are:  prescription  service;  availability  of 
advice  from  the  pharmacist;  and  friendly 
helpful  staff.  During  the  past  18-months 
Philip  Gee  has  concentrated  on 
refurbishing  both  image  and  the  existing 
stock  of  shops  rather  than  expanding  to 
beat  contract  limitation,  for  example. 

Kingswood  already  have  consultation 
points  in  some  branches  and  now  are 
looking  to  have  defined  areas  in  one  third 
to  half  their  pharmacies  by  the  time  the 
development  programme  is  complete. 
Their  northern -most  branch  at  Sandy  has  a 
separate  consulting  area,  with  access  from 
the  dispensary  for  the  pharmacist,  and 
from  the  waiting  area  for  the  customer. 

Shops  tend  to  be  located  in  parades  or 
High  Streets  near  to  surgeries  —  And 
pharmacies  have  been  relocated  to  larger 
premises  or  better  positions  but  the  group 
claims  to  avoid  leapfrogging. 

Average  size  is  650  sq  ft.  Last  year  the 
group  had  a  £28m  turnover  with  NHS 
dispensing  taking  62  per  cent  and 
generating  55  per  cent  gross  profit. 
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All  the  pharmacies  are  serviced  from 
the  one  depot  in  Coulsden,  Surrey  by  a 
nine-strong  van  fleet  delivering  at  least 
once  a  day.  The  core  business  is  done  in 
London  and  the  Home  Counties  and,  while 
Kingswood  make  no  secret  of  their  desire 
to  expand  northwards,  the  right  group  ripe 
for  takeover  has  yet  to  be  found. 

The  men  behind  the 
Kingswood  brand  —  chairman 
and  chief  executive  Philip 
Gee  (centre)  with  marketing 
manager  Peter  Skinner 
(right)  and  commercial 
director  Keith  Coxon 
—  behind  them  the  own 
label  range  on  the  3m 
wall  unit  display 
destined  for 
their  larger 
pharmacies  • 


Part  of  the  1 1 1-product  Kingswood  own 
label  range  launched  this  week  inclu- 
ding body  care,  medicines,  babycare, 
household,  sanpro  and  photographic 
displaying  the  unifying  "ladder"  motif 
and  product  group  colour  codes 


...and  %big  bang'  launch  this 
week  rather  than  a  roll-out 


The  own-label  range  has  been  developed  over  12  months  with  the  final  six- 
month  burst  of  activity  orchestrated  by  newcomer,  marketing  manager 
Peter  Skinner  and  commercial  director  Keith  Coxon. 


One  of  the  window  display  posters 
proclaims  the  virtues  of  the  new  range 


The  target  portfolio  was  80  products 
across  the  board,  with  each  group 
launched  simultaneously  for  maximum 
impact  rather  than  rolled  out,  one  by  one. 

Research  showed  a  surprising 
customer  loyalty  to  a  chemist  chain  which 
could  form  the  basis  for  readily  identifying 
with  a  strong  own-brand  product  in- 
pharmacy.  Designers  were  give  the 
company  logo  to  work  on,  with  its  two 
thickness  yellow  bars  above  the  word 
Kingswood,  and  came  up  with  a  ladder 
motif,  adaptable  to  any  product  group  or 
pack  through  a  variety  of  colour  codes. 

That  was  six  months  ago.  Since  then 

continued  on  page  1060 
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Will  you  be 
eady  when  your 
customers  tear 

round? 

If  you're  not  already  impressed  by  the  popularity  of  Libra  towels  (which  really  is  most 
ikely)  then  there's  no  doubt  you  soon  will  be. 

Our  new  Gold  Seal  promotion  will  do  the  trick  by  making  Libra  even  more  attractive  to 
jr  customers. 

We  can't  improve  the  quality -they're  already  made  from  the  softest,  most  absorbent 
iterials. 

And  there's  already  a  wide  range  to  suit  all  requirements-  f 
iular,  Super,  Slims  and  Panty  Liners. 

So  we're  offering  your  customers  lOp  off  all  Gold  Seal 
:ks  of  Regular  and  Super,  and  backing  the  promotion  with 
lational  press  advertising  campaign.  \[  \30KQ 

It  means  more  and  more  people  paying  you  visits. 


it'll  pay  you  to  be  well- stocked. 


Marketed  and  distributed  by  BowaterScott  Corp  Ltd .  BowaterScott  House, 
nnstead  Tel:  0342  27191  It 
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work  has  gone  ahead,  none  stop,  to  source 
product  and  containers  and  to  complete 
the  design  for  each.  By  the  first  week  in 
May  product  was  in  warehouse  ready  to  be 
shipped  out  to  all  92  branches  for  the  May 
19  launch. 

Each  shop  has  carried  a  teaser  poster 
for  a  fortnight:  "What's  happening  on  May 
19?"  Apparently  one  customer  who  has 
gone  on  holiday  this  week,  had  badgered 
the  manager,  unsuccessfully,  to  reveal  the 
Kingswood  secrets  given  to  their 
pharmacists  two  weeks  ago  at  three  area 
launches. 

range  integrated  into  product  groups  on 
shelf  and,  additionally  for  initial  impact, 
displayed  on  lm,  2m  or  3m  wall  units 
according  to  store  size.  No  launch 
advertising  is  planned,  the  company 
relying  on  the  usual  pattern  of  each 
branch  projecting  the  own  label  image  at 
the  local  level  through  window  display,  in- 
store  hanging  cards,  price  tickets,  and 
customer  involvement  with  a  product 
sampling  and  prize  hamper  competition. 
Some  local  advertising  will  follow. 

Kingswood  have  gone  for  a  quality 
product  at  an  affordable  price  —  on 
average  10  per  cent  below  brand  —  using 
the  companies  that  produce  for  M&S, 
Sainsbury,  Tesco  and  Boots,  for  example. 
Again  the  company's  consumer  panel 
tested  and  reacted  to  the  product  at  each 
stage  of  evolution,  so  Kingswood  are 
pretty  confident  that  they  have  got  the 
package  right.  Although  a  little  coy  about 
the  turnover  targets,  Philip  Gee  admits  to 
one  of  10  per  cent  of  counter  sales  by  the 
year  end,  with  an  eventual  level  of  25  per 
cent. 

The  company's  message  to  branch 
managers  at  the  sales  conference  has  been 
that,  up  to  now,  Kingswood  have  lost  three 
out  of  every  ten  potential  sales  as 
customers  walk  through  the  door.  This  is 
because  three  out  of  every  ten  purchases 
made  in  the  wider  world  are  own-label, 
and  to  date  Kingswood  have  not  had  a 
realistic  range.  They  have  now! 


Best  approach  to 

a  successor 

for  Clothier  

Does  Dr  David  Roberts  really  have  to 
justify  his  own  rural  dispensing  and  that  of 
his  colleagues  by  vilifying  the 
pharmaceutical  profession  (C&D,  May  3), 
or  is  his  misrepresentation  of  the  truth  a 
revealing  insight  into  the  psychology  of 
self-deception  and  the  alleviation  of  guilt? 

We  might  all  wish  that  our  university 
training  allowed  us  the  time  and  the 
opportunity  to  parallel  the  clinical 
experience  received  by  students  in 
medical  schools.  However,  my  wife  (who  is 
an  urban  GP)  assures  me  that  general 
practice  medicine  is  learnt  in  general 
practice  and  not  in  hospital  posts. 
Whether  you  are  a  pharmacist  or  a  doctor, 
experience  is  the  key,  coupled  with  an 
active  interest  in  being  correct  and  as 
helpful  as  possible  to  those  seeking  advice. 
That  is  why  these  allied  professions  are 
vocational  and  should  not  need  to  be 
driven  by  incentive.  It  should  not  surprise 
Dr  Roberts  to  find  that  the  new  generation 
of  pharmacists  have  benefitted  from 
additions  to  the  syllabus  of  "drugs  and 
therapeutics"  as  a  subject,  and  that  the 
Nuffield  Report  supports  such  educational 
initiatives  and  the  continued  existence  of 
pharmacy. 

I  cannot  understand  Dr  Roberts 
descending  to  an  argument  about  sources 
of  learning.  Our  reference  books  and 
journals  are  no  less  worthy  than  those  of 
the  dispensing  doctor  and  some  of  us  have 
built  up  libraries  which  are  referred  to,  on 
occasions,  by  consultants  as  well  as  GPs. 
The  plethora  of  medical  journals  financed 
by  glossy  advertisements  (and  even  the 
BMJ)  make  excellent  reading,  but  are 
quite  understandably  consigned 
unopened  to  the  bin  through  the  pressure 
on  doctors'  limited  time.  We  are  all  short  of 
time  and  opportunity,  but  to  single  out 
pharmacists'  entrepreneurial  commitment, 
as  depriving  them  of  intellectual  incentive 
is  undeserved  coming,  as  it  does,  from  an 
entrepreneurially  ambitious  doctor. 

The  survey  he  mentions  points  out  what 
we  all  know;  that  competence  varies,  that 
advice  cannot  be  definitive,  and  that  the 
opportunity  and  requirement  for 
consultation  differs  from  patient  to  patient. 
They  do  not  provide  logical  support  for  Dr 
Roberts'  interpretation  that  pharmacists 
are  not  competent  to  give  advice.  The 
point  is  that  pharmacists  are  not  afraid  to 
admit  when  a  problem  is  beyond  their 
abilities  to  help  without  referral,  just  as  a 
GP  should  know  where  his  competence 


overlaps  with  the  consultants'  at  his 
disposal. 

Dr  Roberts  claims  that  the  GP  takes  the 
"ultimate  responsibility  for  the  use  of 
drugs".  Has  he  not  heard  of  the  Migril 
case?  The  mistake  originated  with  the 
doctor  and  was  not  picked  up  by  the 
pharmacist  concerned.  In  that  case 
responsibility  was  apportioned  60:40. 1  feel 
that  my  responsibility  in  law  for  patients 
and  staff  is  total,  so  I  imagine  that 
judgment  weighed  heaviest  upon  the 
originator  of  the  error  and  that  it  would 
have  been  unfair  in  the  circumstances  to 
have  laid  100  per  cent  of  the  blame  on  the 
pharmacist. 

It  is  also  a  gross  distortion  to  infer  from 
the  Nuffield  Report  (and  untrue  to  suggest 
that  all  our  representative  bodies  have 
accepted)  "that  the  chemist  is  no  longer 
needed  in  the  dispensary".  In  issue  no  5  of 
the  Journal  of  the  Dispensing  Doctors 
Association,  Dr  Roberts  attributes  this 
opinion  to  two  quotations  from  politically 
prominent  individuals  —  Peter  Taylor 
(NPA  chairman)  and  David  Sharpe  (PSNC 
chairman)  —  both  of  which  are  seen  out  of 
context  with  characteristic  tunnel  vision. 
The  need  for  supervision  and  vigilance 
has  never  been  stronger  and  what  is  at 
issue  is  the  definition  and  flexibility  of  that 
requirement.  Delegation  has  always  been 
necessary  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work 
to  be  done,  but  the  public  gains  its 

Continued  opposite 


Lloyde  Honeyghan,  British,  European  and 
Commonwealth  welterweight  boxing 
champion  offering  an  extra  bottle  of 
Sportscrait  vitamins  to  Simon  Barnes  and 
canine  friend,  Dylan  before  the  start  of  the 
"Great  British  Push".  Simon  and  team- 
mates have  been  training  on  the 
company's  vitamins  for  the  1000  mile 
wheelchair  push  from  John  O'Groats  to 
Lands  End  to  collect  money  for  the  Spinal 
Research  Trust  which  began  on  May  14 
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All's  lair  in  love 
and  war 

I  refer  to  your  recent  article  (May  17, 
p976),  in  which  certain  statements  are 
made  in  relation  to  Lederfen  and  Cinopal. 

The  industry  is  clearly  intent  on 
obstructing  trade  in  parallel  imports  to  the 
best  of  its  ability  while  purporting  to  have 
the  interests  of  patients  solely  at  heart. 
What  sheer  hypocrisy  this  is.  We  have  only 
to  ask  ourselves  whether  Lederle  are  trying 
to  protect  against  "dangers"  from  their  own 
product  or  protect  their  profits  by 
maximising  the  price  of  the  product  sold  to 
the  NHS? 

Lederfen  was  introduced  at  around  the 
same  time  as  Feldene  (Pfizer)  and  Opren 
(Lilly).  Odd,  isn't  it,  that  each  of  these 
three  independent  companies  calculated  a 
fair  selling  price  for  their  new  NSAI  drug 
to  be  around  £15-£16  per  100  (Feldene,  £9 
for  60,  Opren,  £9  for  60  and  Lederfen, 
£16.24  for  100). 

Lederfen  tablets  were  introduced  to 
improve  patient  acceptability.  Odd,  that: 
i)  Patients  in  Italy  and  France  have  not 


A  successor  for  Clothier 

Continued  from  opposite 

protection  from  the  continuous  presence, 
involvement  and  availability  of  the 
pharmacist. 

Most  of  the  doctors  I  know  have  not 
enough  time  to  devote  to  improving  health 
care  methods  or  consultation  time  in  their 
practices,  let  alone  wanting  to  consider 
taking  over  dispensing  and  properly 
supervising  their  output  of  prescriptions. 
Our  legislators  have  at  least  got  their 
priorities  right  when  considering 
"convenience"  when  set  against  "safety". 
Some  doctors  do  dispense,  but  in  the  main 
they  delegate  the  function  and  must  find  it 
on  the  scale  of  "difficult  to  impossible"  to 
consult  or  visit  the  next  patient  and  remain 
in  touch  with  all  the  developments  in  the 
dispensary. 

Doctor  dispensing  is  still  done  at  the 
expense  of  their  urban  colleagues.  The 
unpopularity  of  Dr  Roberts'  views  have 
deprived  him  of  the  support  he  needs  to 
win  election  to  the  BMA  Council.  Where 
they  compete  territorially  with 
pharmacists,  they  undermine  viability  and 
deprive  communities  of  a  much  needed 
service.  Where  communities  are  isolated 
their  service  is  rudimentary  (see  R. 
Gartside,  survey  in  Gwynedd).  Not  only 
pharmacy,  but  patient  interests,  GPs  and 
the  DHSS  too,  need  a  long-term  solution  to 
this  problem. 

The  successor  to  "Clothier"  must  be  a 
progressive  policy  which  will  allow 


been  given  the  benefit  of  a  tablet 
alternative. 

ii)  The  Data  Sheet  for  Lederfen 
conveniently  omits  to  mention  the  capsule 
form  at  all. 

iii)  The  capsule  form  has  not  been 
discontinued  though  a  tablet  form  is 
preferable. 

Ah  but... we  must  not  forget  those  GPs 
who  continue  to  prescribe  fenbufen  in 
capsule  form  because  they  remember  the 
drug  without  reference  to  literature.  We 
can't  afford  to  lose  their  scripts  can  we! 

It  is  stated  that  Cinopal  capsules  are 
marked  with  a  trade  mark  to  differentiate 
them  from  Lederfen.  This  is  not  true  of 
Italian  Cinopal  which  bears  no  capsule 
trade  marks  whatever.  The  capsules  are 
plain  and  identical  in  size  and  colour  to 
UK  Lederfen. 

With  specific  regard  to  the  "problems 
in  a  patient  waiting  for  a  hip  replacement 
operation,'  this  surely  demands  further 
detail.  If  there  is  a  therapeutic  problem 
then  the  DHSS  must  be  informed  and  the 
Italian  and  French  Press  be  requested  to 
warn  patients  accordingly. 
C.S.  Racey 
Gt  Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 


pharmacy  to  develop  a  better  service  to 
dependent  communities,  which  will 
remunerate  GPs  adequately  so  they  do  not 
need  to  rely  on  dispensing  income,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  day  rid  us  of  festering  inter- 
and  intra-professional  jealousies. 
Noel  Baumber. 

Secretary,  Lincolnshire  Pharmaceutical 
Committee. 

Arthritis  and  eye 
prep  packs 

The  Research  Unit  for  the  Blind  is 
repeatedly  being  told  that  eye  medication 
is  packaged  in  containers  which  are 
unsuitable  for  use  by  the  patient. 

As  the  majority  of  these  patients  are 
elderly  and  therefore  likely  also  to  suffer 
from  stiff  arthritic  hands,  it  should  be 
imperative  that  eye  medication  is  provided 
in  containers  that  can  be  used  by  the 
patient.  Previous  research  indicates  that 
about  half  of  these  patients  live  alone,  and 
many  of  them  are  dependent  on  friends, 
relatives  or  helpers  for  instilling  eye  drops. 

We  are  working  on  this  problem,  and 
we  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  GPs  and 
pharmacists  who  have  comments  on  the 
present  design  of  containers  or 
suggestions  for  the  design  of  the  next 
generation.  (Brunei  University,  Uxbridge, 
Middlesex  UB8  3PH.) 
Dr  J.  Gill, 

Besearch  Unit  for  the  Blind. 


Kevin  Bright  (left),  Old  Spice  deodorants 
brand  manager  from  Shulton,  presents  Ian 
Wallington  of  the  RNU  with  a  cheque  for 
£1,600  raised  in  a  charity  auction  of  per- 
sonality donated  shirts  from  Russell  Grant 
and  Terry  Wogan  among  others.  The  RNLI 
plan  to  purchase  two  outboard  engines  for 
their  inflatable  lifeboats 

No  excuse  for 
fee  denial 

On  what  basis  do  the  Government  deny 
our  claim  for  a  monthly  dispensing  fee  on 
multi-monthly  NHS  prescriptions,  when 
they  themselves  quite  rightly  levy  a 
monthly  £2.20  to  patients  presenting  a 
multi-monthly  prescription  for  an  oxygen 
concentrator? 

Surely  they  themselves  have  now  set 
the  precedent. 
K.  Moore, 
Sheffield. 


One  doctor's  joyous  reaction  to  the  drug's 
appearance  on  the  white  list  (from  a  C&D 
subscriber  in  Lancashire) 


Point  of  Law,,. 

In  last  week's  feature  (pl008)  the  point  was 
made  that  any  company  or  person  taking 
over  a  business  and  its  staff  inherited  the 
liabilities  of  that  business,  including 
". .  .any  pension  scheme  benefits  for 
existing  employees."  If,  on  transfers,  any 
of  the  employee's  major  conditions  of 
employment  are  worsened,  and  he 
resigns,  the  employee  would  have  a  good 
prospect  of  claiming  compensation  for 
unfair  constructive  dismissal.  However,  if 
he  continues  to  work  under  his  new 
conditions  for  a  period  of  time  he  is 
deemed  to  have  accepted  changes  made. 
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Underwoods  may  part 
company  with  dispensaries 


If  the  new  contract  for  pharmacists 
becomes  law  Underwoods  may 
consider  opening  stores  without 
dispensaries  in  them. 

National  Health  Service  dispensing 
forms  only  4  per  cent  of  the  company's 
turnover  and  chairman  Mr  Harry  Woolf 
told  a  Press  conference  to  announce  the 
company's  1986  results  that  it  may  be 
commercially  sound  to  open  without  a 
dispensary  in  some  areas. 

Mr  Woolf  said  he  personally  felt  that 
the  new  contract  would  signal  the  death 
knell  for  small  independent  pharmacies 
and  allow  the  larger  chains  to  thrive.  It 
would  also  be  a  disadvantage  to  the 


public,  he  felt,  because  they  would  be 
expected  to  walk  up  to  1km  to  get  their 
medicines  dispensed. 

For  the  year  end  January  31  group 
turnover  for  Underwoods  excluding  VAT 
increased  by  26  per  cent  from  £29. 8m  to 
£37. 6m  and  pre-tax  profits  for  the  year 
were  £2,544,000. 

This  was  well  ahead  of  the  £1.5m 
forecast  at  the  company's  market  launch  in 
October,  when  the  new  issue  was  20  times 
oversubscribed.  Profits  of  around  £3m  are 
now  being  predicted.  As  C&D  went  to 
press  Underwoods  shares  —  which 
reached  209p  after  the  successful  flotation 
—  stood  at  184p. 


MSG  grants  NPA 
220  YTS  places 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  has  signed  contracts  for 
around  220  work  experience 
placements  under  the  Manpower 
Services  Commission's  new  two- 
yeai  f-outh  Training  Scheme. 

"Members  who  have  been  approved 
can  now  recruit,  and  they  should  have 
received  a  letter  from  us  advising  them  of 
that,"  NPA  training  officer  Ailsa  Benson 
told  C&D.  The  NPA  had  applied  for 
around  600  placements  overah. 

Mrs  Benson  points  out  that  some 
placements  applications  are  still 
outstanding  for  some  reason.  "I  would 
stress  that  it  is  the  Manpower  Services 
Commission  that  decides  on  the 
placements,  not  the  NPA,"  she  said. 

Ciba  push  for  US 
liability  change 

US  manufacturing  business  will 
suffer  if  no  moves  are  made  soon  to 
change  the  product  liability  risks 
there,  says  Ciba  Geigy  chairman  Dr 

Louis  v.  Planta. 

In  his  speech  to  the  company's  annual 
meeting  Dr  v.  Planta  said  the  "extremely 
broad  interpretation"  of  liability  in  the 
States  meant  a  sharp  rise  in  damages  and 
fines.  Because  of  this  international  insurers 
would  either  refuse  to  insure  risks  or 
charge  exorbitant  premiums.  "The  full  risk 
falls  on  the  industrial  producer,"  said  Dr  v. 


Planta.  "A  brake  is  put  on  innovation  since 
new  products  inevitably  contain  unknown 
risks.  There  is  also  a  danger  that  American 
practices  will  spread  to  other  countries." 

Dr  v.  Planta  acknowledged  the  legal 
moves  now  being  made  to  "restore  a  sense 
of  proportion."  But  he  warned  that  this 
may  take  a  long  time,  as  ". .  .the  interests  of 
consumer  organisations,  lawyers, 
insurance  companies  and  business  are  still 
widely  divergent." 

Ciba  Geigy's  1985  results  saw  a  24  per 
cent  rise  in  operating  profit,  to  Fr  1472m. 


House  in  motion 

Two  parliamentary  Motions  tabled  this 
week  congratulate  pharmaceutical 
companies  on  the  removal  of  certain  food 
additives  from  medicines  and  call  on  the 
Government  to  stop  wasting  public  money 
on  proving  particular  vaccines  can  cause 
damage. 

Three  Liberal  MPs  congratulated  Boots 
and  food  manufacturers  and  retailers  on 
taking  steps  towards  the  removal  of 
chemical  food  additives  from  their 
products.  The  motion  also  called  on  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  all  unnecessary  food  additives,  other 
than  nutritives  or  foods,  liable  to  be  eaten 
by  babies  and  young  children  under  five. 
This  to  include  food,  drugs  and  medicines 
claimed  or  described  in  advertisements  or 
on  labels  to  be  suitable  for  young  children. 

And  Jack  Ashley  (Lab)  called  on  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services  to  join  in 
establishing  an  independent  medical  body 
to  pronounce  on  the  causality  of  vaccine 
damage  rather  than  waste  more  money 
seeking  evidence  in  other  ways. 


More  dispute  on 
conflicting  retail 
figures 


Another  clash  of  figures  has 
emerged  between  the  Government's 
retail  sales  index  and  the  CBI/FT 
survey  of  distributive  trades. 

Provisional  sales  volume  figures  from 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
show,  at  119,  a  4.8  per  cent  rise  from  April 
1985.  Weekly  sales  by  value  are  shown  at 
£1.71bn  in  April  (March:  £1.67bn). 

Meanwhile,  the  CBI/FT  survey's  panel 
chairman  John  Salisse  announced  that 
". .  .although  sales  volumes  in  April 
remained  higher  than  a  year  ago,  they 
were  not  as  good  as  retailers  had 
expected."  Shopkeepers  were  still 
reporting  relatively  poor  sales  and  Mr 
Salisse  said  this  could  be  due  to  the  bad 
weather.  But  retailers  are  expecting  better 
news  in  May. 

"The  survey  results  show  a  less  positive 
picture  than  the  official  figures,  which 
indicated  sales  volumes  at  record  levels  in 
March,"  commented  Mr  Salisse.  "Problems 
with  seasonal  adjustment,  and  the 
particular  difficulty  of  dealing  with  an 
unusually  early  Easter,  may  be  one  reason 
for  the  apparent  divergence." 

The  "miscellaneous  non-food  retailers" 
section,  which  includes  chemists,  was  the 
only  category  not  showing  solid  growth, 
according  to  the  DTI.  But  in  the  CBI/FT 
survey,  the  +  22  per  cent  balance  of  280 
respondents  reporting  higher  sales  volume 
than  last  year  was  the  lowest  since  the 
survey  began.  Retailers  reported  higher 
stocks  in  relation  to  expected  sales  than  at 
any  time  in  the  past  year. 

Growth  in  wholesale  volume  sales  was 
better  than  expected  in  April  after 
disappointing  March  figures.  But  sales  are 
still  quite  low  for  the  time  of  year. 
Wholesale  stocks  were  reported  as  too 
high  by  +22  per  cent,  about  the  same  as 
the  March  balance.  And  orders  placed  in 
April  increased  faster  than  expected,  at 
about  the  same  pace  as  in  March. 
■  The  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry's 
retail  sales  index  for  March  showed 
chemists  14  per  cent  up  at  188  (National 
Health  Service  receipts  are  excluded). 

The  Government's  Property  Services 
Agency  has  completed  the  external 
construction  of  a  £24m  purpose-built 
laboratory  to  relocate  the  Government 
Chemist  at  Teddington,  Middlesex.  The 
next  phase  will  be  to  finish  the  interior 
furbishment  for  occupation,  it  is  hoped,  by 
Spring  1988. 
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Family  credits 
under  attack 
in  Commons 

government  moves  to  bring  in 
family  credits"  instead  of  family 
ncome  supplements  are  under 
ittack  from  employer 
irganisations. 

The  proposals  are  part  of  the  Social 
lecurity  Bill  debated  in  the  Commons  last 
londay.  Under  the  Bill  employers  would 
>e  responsible  for  paying  out  family 
redits.  The  National  Federation  of  Self 
imployed  and  Small  Businesses  says  this 
rill  harm  employer/employee  relations 
nd  increase  the  small  firm's 
dministrative  burdens. 

The  Federation  is  linking  up  with  the 
2BI,  Institute  of  Directors  and  other 
iodies  to  call  for  this  clause  to  be 
.ropped.  NFSE  chairman  Brian  Prime 
ommented:  "It  is  apparent  from  the 
egree  of  opposition  from  the  business 
ommunity  that  the  Government  is  on  a 
ourse  for  disaster  if  it  rigidly  sticks  to  this 
iolicy." 

During  Monday's  debate  the 
government  was  accused  of  using  up  time 
3  prevent  an  amendment  debate.  The 
mendment,  backed  by  40  Tory 
lackbenchers,  called  for  automatic 
aising  of  child  benefit.  An  earlier 
mendment  about  mobility  allowances  was 
•assed  without  a  division. 

But  it  sparked  off  a  number  speeches 
/hich  went  on  until  time  for  the  child 
>enefit  debate  had  run  out. 

Consortium  guide 
to  EFTPoS  tests 

'he  Retail  Consortium  has 
>roduced  a  guide  giving  its  views 
>n  EFTPoS  experiments. 

The  guide  is  aimed  at  retailers  who 
lave  agreed  to  take  part  in  trial  runs  for 
ilectronic  point  of  sale  systems.  The 
Consortium  believes  in  a  single  national 
ystem  and  says  it  would  not  support  any 
ixperiments  which  might  undermine  this 
>olicy.  But  director  general  Tom  McNally 
:onceded:  "Retailers  may  find 
jxperiments  useful  to  test  the  water  and 
jain  practical  experience  of  operating  the 
ystem." 

Mr  McNally  stressed  the  fact  that 
>xpenments  would  have  to  be  abandoned 
vhen  a  national  system  came  into  effect, 
rhe  Retail  Consortium,  Commonwealth 
"louse,  1  New  Oxford  Street,  London. 


«  lit.   JmBk 


Graham  Calder,  chief  pharmacist  of  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
(right),  takes  a  tour  around  Unichem's 
head  office  with  management  services 
director,  David  Walker  (left).  Mr  Calder 
was  visiting  the  co-operative  to  examine  its 
pharmaceutical  distribution  systems  and 
techniques 

Pay  up  on  time, 
says  Trippier 

Late  payment  in  business  has  come 
under  attack  in  a  new  Government 
booklet  for  small  firms. 

"Payment  on  time"  is  produced  by  the 
Department  of  Employment  and  is  backed 
by  the  Confederation  of  British  Industry. 

Small  firms  minister  David  Tripier 
described  late  payment  of  bills  as 
".. .perhaps  the  biggest  issue  in  the  minds 
of  most  small  businessmen.  Their  survival 
often  hinges  on  the  issue.  I  find  it 
disgraceful  that  multi-million  pound 
companies  improve  their  liquidity  by 
squeezing  the  cash  flow  of  small 
suppliers". 

"Payment  on  time"  is  available  from 
the  Department's  small  firms  centres,  on 
Freefone  Enterprise. 


S&N  still  safe 

After  a  healthy  set  of  first  quarter 
results.  Smith  &  Nephew  chairman 
Kenneth  Kemp  has  assured 
shareholders  that  no  unwelcome 
bid  has  been  received  by  the 
company. 

Shareholders  voiced  their  concern 
about  the  recent  "bid  and  mega-bid" 
environment  at  the  company's  annual 
meeting  last  week.  Mr  Kemp  told  them  no 
approaches  had  been  made. 

Pre-tax  profits  for  the  12  weeks  to 
March  22  were  up  from  £13. 6m  to  £16. 8m, 
including  a  contribution  from  Affiliated 
Hospital  Products,  bought  last  year.  For 
the  full  1985  year,  profits  were  27  per  cent 
up  at  £70. 6m  before  tax. 


Wages  Councils: 
no  effect  on  JIC 

Government  proposals  for  the 
Wages  Councils  will  have  no  effect 
on  the  JIC  rates  agreed  recently 
(C&D  March  l,p373). 

NPA  local  organisations  officer  Mike 
King  says  he  has  received  a  number  of 
queries  from  members  confused  about  the 
proposed  changes  in  the  Wages  Bill, 
published  at  the  end  of  January.  Mr  King 
explains  that  the  proposals  are  for  Wages 
Councils,  which  have  statutory  powers,  to 
be  concerned  only  with  minimum  rates  of 
pay  for  adult  (over  21)  workers,  with  a  free 
for  all  on  terms  and  conditions.  Such  a 
move  has  been  condemned  by  Labour, 
who  say  it  would  lead  to  exploitation  of  the 
under-21s  and  slave  labour. 

"But  all  this  has  no  effect  on  the  Joint 
Industrial  Council,"  Mr  King  says. 


Savage  launch 

Savage  Group  pic.  shelving  system 
specialists,  are  seeking  a  quotation 
on  the  Stock  Exchange's  Unlisted 
Securities  Market. 

The  placing  at  lOOp  per  share  by 
sponsors  values  the  group  at  £8. 675m. 
Dealings  in  Savage's  shares  start  on 
Thursday  May  22.  The  group's  systems 
include  Spur,  Budget  and  Spectrum,  and 
the  issue  raises  £2. 6m  for  the  company. 


Fisons  new  drug 

Fisons'  new  drug  for  respiratory  and 
related  diseases  will  be  launched 
this  year  in  the  UK. 

Registration  approval  has  been 
granted  for  the  compound  nedocromil 
sodium.  The  product  will  be  marketed 
under  the  name  Tilade  and  will  be 
launched  in  the  Autumn. 


PSGB  Scottish 
Dept  meeting 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society's 
Scottish  Department  will  be  held  in 
Edinburgh  on  Wednesday  June  1 1 , 
at  2.30pm. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Society's  House,  36  York  Place,  at  2.30pm, 
and  will  include  a  talk  by  Mr  Bernard 
Silverman,  the  Society's  vice-president 
and  a  member  of  the  Nuffield  Inquiry 
Committee,  on  "The  Nuffield  Report". 
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iCLASSIFIE 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
Kent  TN91RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Hazel  Barry  ext  210 
for  further  information 


Publication  date 
Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Special  Announcement 


DE  LOUIS 
MEDICAL 

HUGE  RANGE  OF  PI  AND  GENERICS 

(only  licenced  and  labelled) 

YOUR  LICENCED  WHOLESALER  OF 
CHOICE 

owned  by  Pharmacists  —  Run  by 
Pharmacists  —  For  Pharmacists 
We  aim  to  provide:  Best  prices  —  Best 
Quality  —  Best  Service 
Prices  such  as: 


EEC  mm 

Adalate  10mg  CAPS  (90)  0028  45% 
Aldomet  250mg  TABS  (100)0123  25% 
Cordarone  200mg  TABS  (60)0113  52% 
Eusaprim  480mg  TABS  (1000)  0140  35% 
Imuran  50mg  TABS  (50)  0069  60% 
Zyloric  300mg  TABS  (30)  0003  65% 


GENERICS 

Allopurinol  lOOmg  (250)  £4.95 
Amoxycillin  500mg  (100)  £22.45 
Ampicillin  250mg  (1000)  £22.50 
Erythromycin  250mg  (500)  £16.00 
Glibenclamide  5mg  (100)  £1.99 
Methyldopa  250mg  (1000)  £19.95 
Oxytetra  Cycline  250mg  (1000)  £6.00 
Pyridoxine  50mg  (100)  90p 


TOP  BRANDS  OF  GENERICS  ONLY  eg  BERK,  APS  etc 

PHONE  FOR  OUR  UNBEATABLE  PRICE  LIST  OR 
PHONE  YOUR  ORDER 

NOW 

DE  LOUIS  MEDICAL,  THE  SQUARE, 
RIVERHEAD,  SEVENOAKS,  KENT 

TN13  2AA  A  MtMBER  Of 

TEL:  (©7 -31;  ^,yM2  (W  UMIS}  ^) 
TELEX:  95321  DLM. 
FAX:  (0732)460302 


ASSOCIATION  OF 
PHARMACEUTICAL 
IMPORTERS 


Display/Semi  Display 

£13.40  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm. 
Column  width  42mm. 
Whole  Page  £1200.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £650.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £345.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra 
Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT. 


Shopfitting 


Quality  and  original  Continental  Systems 
plus  total  package  NPA  recommended  NO 
system  matches  UMDASCH  for  quality. 

Prices  pleasantly  competitive. 
See  for  yourself... there's  no  obligation. 

Apeils  SysiteiiTiis  Lid,  Unit  P,  Kingsway 
lira  (din  mug  Estate,  IKmnigsway,  Luton,, 
Bedfordshire. 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  4571 1 1 

NOW! 


mm 


5ISRVICI:  l=OI?  Tl-ll 


I3I=T/VII.I»I-I/U?M/VC:Y 


C/^T  TT~)  T       Scurl  Limited,  Lockerbie  House, 
^ I     i  I    I  IX  I       Locarno  Road,  Tipton,  West  Midlands 
•       V>  V/  -I-  Vl_/   DY4  9SD.  Telephone:  021-520  5671 


marspec 

^ISJ SHOPFITTING  LTD 

Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at  competitive  prices. 
For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy  design. 

Telephone:  0392  216606 

Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton,  Exeter,  Devon 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Simply  the  best 

The  Park  range  of  Computer  Labelling  Systems  -  simply  the  best 
Prove  it  for  yourself  with  a  14  day  Free  trial. 

SYSTEMS  FROM  £750  TO  THE  NEW  DISK  BASED  SYSTEM  800  AT  E1295,  PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT  AND  INCLUDE  A  10%  NPA  REBATE. 


Contact  David  Coleman  or 
Mike  Sprince  MPS 
Park  Systems  Ltd. 

41-43  Parliament  Street, 
Liverpool  L8  5RN 
Tel  051-708  8800 
Teles :  628622 


A 


Singapore  Agents 
Summit  Co. 

Ruby  Industrial  Estate 
Singapore  1334 


APPROVED 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


V 


Market  Leaders  in  Pharmacy  labelling  systems  throughout  the  UK 


John  Richardson 
Computers  lid 


The  ONLY  specialist  labelling  company  chosen  by  the 
DHSS  for  the  PPA/Pharmacy  computer- linking  study 


The  country's  leading  supplier 
of  pharmacy  labelling  systems. 

Prices  from  £1098  or  £7  85  per  week  -  10%  NPA  rebate  included 
fREEPOfl  Preston  P»*  SBD  lei.  Off  1  ilitf>> 


Shopfitting 


shonfittm 


0761  418941 


Creators  and 'Manufacturers  of  Individual 
EnvirbnmentsforthecPrbfessionalcPharmacy 


SALES  OFFICE:  HALLATROW  ROAD.  PAULTON.  AVON 


c 


Lux  L 


.UX  LINE 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 

REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS,  SHOPFRONTS, 

ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE,  NPA&  NUMARK  APPROVED. 
LUXLINE  LTD        SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 
8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 
TEL:  0525-381356  A 


LEXDRUM 

0626834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

™*       LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon 

mmm  0626  834077 


Stock  for  Sale 


KODAK  20%  OFF 

PLUS  £18  PERFUME  ON  10  PACKS 

TELEPHONE  YOUR  ORDER  FOR  NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY. 

WEST  LONDON  LTD,  01-993  6409 
397  ACTON  LANE,  LONDON  W3. 


Stock  for  Sale 


% 

JUST  PERFUMES 

457b  Alexandra  Avenue,  Rayners  Lane, 
Harrow,  Middx  HA2  9RY. 

Largest  range  of  branded  perfumes  in  UK 
and  competitive  prices. 
Nationwide  delivery  service. 

Opening  times: 

Monday-Friday  9.00am-6pm.  Sunday 
10.00am  2.00pm. 

Phone  for  new  price  list. 

Callers  welcome  without  appointment  at  all 
times 

Tel:  01-868  1263.  Telex:  925045 


'A 


PERFUMES  &  COSMETICS 

MOST  BRAND  NAMES  IN  STOCK 
BEST  SELECTION  &  BEST  PRICES 


KODAK  20%  DISCOUNT  OFF 
TRADE  PRICES 


PASCOS 

425c  HARROW  RD 
LONDON  W10  4RE 


Price  lists  %5f  960  0319/5752 


DELIVERY  SERVICE  FREE  OF  CHARGE  UK  MAINLAND 


Labels 


snnnns 

TOP  QUALITY/  A  DEI  C 

self-adhesiveLMDELD 

FOR  COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER  USE 

DELIVERED  WITHIN  14  DAYS  OR 

NO  CHARGE 

THAT'S  THE  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 

PHONE  AMANDA  NOW! 
FOR  FULL  DETAILS  ~.-m 

PARK  PRINTING  Jl  43  PARLIAMENT  STREET.  LIVERPOOL  L85RN 


LABELS! 


The  leading  quality  supplier  in  the  UK| 
for  Computer  or  Typewriter -every 
system  catered  for. 


PROMPT  DESPATCH - 
KEENEST  PRICES 


Mo 

L/eea 


harmaceutical 
'ackaging 
eeds 

PO  Box  140  6  Kirkstall  Hill,  Leeds  LS11YZ 
ring  now  for  prices 


Ring  Leeds  (0532)  752653  for 
immediate  attention ! 


TO  ADVERTISE 
IN  CHEMIST 
AND  DRUGGIST 
PHONE  HAZEL 
BARRY  ON 
(0732)  364422 
EXT  210 
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Gold  Medal  for 
PJ  Editor 


"An  encyclopaedic  knowledge  of 
pharmacy  and  an  outstanding 
ability  to  communicate  by  way  of 
the  written  word"  were  two  of  the 
reasons  cited  by  Pharmaceutical 
Society  president  Geoff  Booth  for 
selecting  Robert  Blyth.  FPS,  former 
Assistant  Editor  of  Chemist  & 
Druggist  and  Editor  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  almost 
25  years,  as  the  recipient  of  the 
Society's  28th  Charter  Gold  Medal. 

"It  is,  in  my  view,  impossible  to  speak 
too  highly  of  the  services  that  Robert  Blyth 
has  rendered  to  pharmacy  in  the 
production  of  what  I  consider  to  be  the 
most  outstanding  pharmaceutical 
periodical  in  the  world,"  the  president 
said.  "Each  week  he  writes  an  editorial 
which  either  crystallises  pharmaceutical 
opinion,  summarises  the  complexity  of 
new  developments,  or  takes  to  task  the 
extravagance  of  pharmaceutical 
politicians. 

"His  integrity  has  never  been 
questioned,  nor  has  his  willingness  to  face 
and  comment  upon  difficult  problems, 
even  though  he  recognises  that  his 
comments  are  bound  to  upset  one  person 
or  another.  I  know  that  Robert  Blyth  would 
be  the  first  to  pay  tribute  to  successive 
Councils  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
who  have  granted  complete  editorial 
freedom  to  him. 

"Robert  Blyth  thinks  and  lives 
pharmacy  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  one  asked 
him  for  his  outside  interests  he  would  be 
likely  to  say  'pharmaceutical  journalism'," 
said  Dr  Booth.  "I  ask  you  to  accept  the 
highest  honour  which  we,  as  your  fellow 
pharmacists  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
can  bestow  on  one  of  our  members ...  It 
recognises  outstanding  services  rendered 
by  a  member  either  directly  to  the  Society, 
or  generally  in  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  profession . . .  Accept  it  as  a  sign  of  the 
admiration  and  affection  in  which  you  are 
held  by  all  who  know  you." 

In  response  Mr  Blyth  said  he  had  not 
expected  such  an  honour  —  all  he  had 
expected  over  the  years  was  the  sack  when 
a  particular  line  taken  in  editorials  had 
been  less  than  enthusiastically  received  by 
some  members  of  Council. 

However,  he  paid  tribute  to  the  honour 
past  and  present  Councils  had  bestowed 
upon  him  in  the  exceptional  editorial 


Pharmaceutical  Society  president  Dr  Geoff  Booth  presents  the  Charter  Gold  Medal 
to  Robert  Blyth  (left)  and  the  Silver  Medal  to  Michael  Jepson  (right) 


freedom  they  had  allowed. 

And  Mr  Blyth  said  he  shared  his  Gold 
Medal  with  all  past  and  present  PJ 
colleagues  on  the  editorial  and  advertising 
teams,  and  with  his  wife,  Phyllis,  "for 
putting  up  with  a  branch  office  at  home  for 
so  many  years." 

The  Charter  Silver  Medal  for 
outstanding  services  given  by  a  member  of 
the  Society  at  the  local  level  was  awarded 
by  the  Council  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  president  to  Michael  Jepson,  FPS. 

For  six  years  Mr  Jepson  served  on  the 
committee  of  the  Birmingham  Branch  of 
the  Society  and  was  chairman  of  the 
accommodation  committee  for  the  BPC 


held  in  Birmingham  in  1968,  Dr  Booth 
said.  "In  1970  you  became  the  first  course 
organiser  responsible  for  establishing  in 
the  West  Midlands  Region  the  DHSS 
sponsored  postgraduate  courses  for 
practising  community  pharmacists." 

Mr  Jepson  was  also  chairman  of  the 
West  Midlands  Regional  Committee  of  the 
Society  from  1971  until  1972  and  from 
1981  until  the  present  time  has  acted  as 
course  organiser  of  the  intensive 
residential  postgraduate  course  for  the 
Diploma  in  Agricultural  and  Veterinary 
Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

"Your  contribution  has  been  quite 
outstanding,"  the  president  said. 


handle  expanding  business  in  the 
pharmaceutical  sector,  say  Henderson 
Group  One. 

After  graduating  in  1980,  Moira 
worked  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
and  medical  marketing  services  and  as 
assistant  PRO  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  She  joined  Henderson  Group 
One  in  1985  as  co-ordinator  of  the  South 
East  pharmaceutical  industry  group,  a 
position  for  which  she  has  responsibility. 

Reckitt  &  Colman:  Liam  Strong,  currently 
marketing  and  sales  director  of  the 
pharmaceutical  business  internationally, 
moves  to  North  America  in  September  as 
president  of  the  group's  Canadian 
business.  Philip  Cross,  international 
marketing  manager  for  pharmaceuticals, 
will  then  become  marketing  director, 
prescription  products,  and  Steve  Riley  will 
move  across  from  the  household  and 
toiletries  division's  international 
department  to  become  marketing  director, 
OTC  medicines. 

Seven  Seas:  Andrew  Burgess  has  been 
appointed  product  manager  on  the  cod 
liver  oil  and  MaxEPA  range.  He  was 
previously  a  marketing  executive  for  four 
years  with  market  researchers  IMS, 
following  two  years  field  sales  experience. 

Regent  Laboratories  Ltd:  Mr  Richard  P. 
Roberts  MPS  has  been  appointed  to  the 
board  of  directors.  Mr  Roberts  was 
formerly  the  production  manager  of  Roche 
Products,  and  joined  Regent  in  September 
1985. 
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New  head  for 
new  division 

Mrs.  Barbara  J.  Stewart  has  been 
appointed  as  the  Head  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  new 
education  division. 

The  division  is  being  formed  within  the 
department  concerned  with  professional 
development,  which  also  includes 
divisions  dealing  with  pharmacy  practice 
and  the  Society's  organisation. 

Mrs.  Stewart  was  a  lecturer  in  pharmacy 
practice  and  continuing  education  course 
organiser  in  the  Department  of  Pharmacy 
at  the  University  of  Aston  (1976  to  1982), 
having  been  a  part  time  practitioner 
demonstrator  during  the  previous  three 
years.  Since  1982  she  has  been  employed 
as  an  administrative  assistant  in  the 
Society's  Law  Department,  with  special 
responsibility  for  professional  ethics. 

Henderson's  MPS 
for  pharmacy  arm 

Moira  Gitsham  MPS  has  been  appointed 
director  of  the  pharmaceutical  division  of 
Henderson  Group  One  public  relations 
agency.  She  will  have  overall 
responsibility  for  the  agency's 
pharmaceutical  and  healthcare  accounts. 
The  new  division  has  been  created  to 
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)ep  the  little  'Buzzers'  away. 


•  EFFECTIVE 

•  CONVENIENT 

•  ODOURLESS 
•NON-GREASY 


Insect  Repellent  Wipes 

Individually  sealed,  moist  wipes,  available  in  packs  of  10  sachets. 
Also  available  as  a  lotion  in  30ml  bottles. 
SHOO  is  available  through  most  major  wholesalers. 

Manufactured  and  Distributed  in  Scotland  by 

WOODSIDE  LABORATORIES,  Blairmore,  Argyll  Tel  036984  265 

Distributed  in  England.  Wales  and  Ireland  by 

TORBET  LABORATORIES  LTD  .  Maidstone,  Kent  ME15  9QQ  Tel:  0860319350 


IT^        SURGICAL  ELASTIC  HOSIERY 
BELTS  —  TRUSSES 

•  TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 

•  FLATBED  KNIT  A  CIRCULAR  KNIT 

•  NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 

•  NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 

•  SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 

•  NYLON  NET 

Slock  Sizes  Of  Made  to- Measure 
Obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler  Write  tor  Herature 
Stock  Bans  (Abdominal  and  Spinal)    -   Elastic  Band  Trusses    -    Jock  Straps 
Suspensory    Bsndages  Athletic  Slips  Stockinette  Bandages 


SALLIS  LTD, 


Vernon  iofN, 
PhOirir©:  787841/2 


Bat  if  ore',    Noltt  ongham 
Gums, 


G>ve  (Ye 
tte  Jay-Rides 
or 

£\5e. 


Discerning  pharmacists 
stock  Joy-Rides  just  in  case. 

Because  they're  the  only  travel  sickness 
tablets  specially  for  children.  And  they're 
being  advertised  throughout  the  year. 

Joy-Rides 


NOW...A  NEW 
CREAM  HAIR  REMOVER 
From  Adelaide  Grey 


This  well  established,  beautifully  profitable  range  of  depilatory  < 
products  is  now  made  even  more  attractive  with  the  introduction  ' 
this  season  of 


NEW  CREAM  HAIR  REMOVER 


Delicately  perfumed  and  formulated  to  remove  hair  from  face, 
armsand  legs  quickly  and  effectively.  Attractively  packaged  75ml  tubes 

Also  available  in  the  range,  proven  sellers 


WAX-A-WAY 


Specially  prepared  for  the  removal  of  unsightly  facial  hair  from  normal  skin 


COOLWAX 


The  most  effective  beauty  treatment  for  arms  and  legs.  Preferred  to  shaving  it 
gently  lifts  the  hair  from  below,  leaving  the  skin  silky  smooth  to  the  touch. 

...plus  the  support  of 
multi-media  advertising. 


Manufactured  by 
Vychem  Limited, 
Poole,  Dorset. 
Trade  enquiries  to  \ 
sole  U.K.  Distributors, 
De  Witt  International  Ltd, 
Seymour  Road, 
London  E10  7LX 
Telephone  01-539  3334  ' 


Telex  897816 
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TAMOFEN  offers  tamoxifen  in  1 0  mg, 
20  mg  and  40  mg  tablets. 

TAMOFEN  is  available  in  a  choice  of 
polyethylene  containers  orfoil  strips.! 

TAMOFEN  has  proven  bioequivalence; 
and  stability  in  both  packaging  options.! 

When  tamoxifen  is  needed,  make 
TAMOFEN  your  choice. 


TiJJois 

LABORATORIES 

Henlow  Trading  Estate,  Henlow  Beds.  SG16  6DS. 


